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place for. We don’t know what that place would be. She says she doesn’t know 
whether that place would be called a family anymore. That’s possible. 
৹ bǡϥƲǷΘ৹=ǋȗǞƲǀǽ৹<ǡǷǘ৹ȍǋƲǇȐ৹,ǽȍȗǋǷȐǋ৹[ȊǡǱǱǋȍȐঌ৹ǋȊǽǁǞƲǱ৹ȗǋΗȗळ৹BƲǶƲঌȐ৹�ƲǀΘळ৹
UƲȊƲঌȐ৹BƲΘǀǋळ৹ƲȐ৹ȊǽȗǋǷȗǡƲǱǱΘ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷǡȐȗल৹bǡϥƲǷΘ৹=ǋȗǞƲǀǽ৹<ǡǷǘ৹ǡȐ৹ǽǷǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹
Black family abolitionist theorists thinking and working today and she’s not the 
ǽǷǱΘ৹ǽǷǋल৹/৹ȌȚǽȗǋळ৹=ǽǱƲ৹HǱȚǗǋǶǡ৹ƲǷǇ৹�ǷǷǡǋ৹HǱƲǱǽǯȚॺbǋȍǡǀƲळ৹ΒǞǽঌȐ৹ΒǽȍǯǡǷǘ৹ǽǷ৹উȊƲ-
triarchal motherhood” from a Black radical perspective in the UK right now, in my 
in my little book as well. I do think maybe it is the defeat of Black power that you 
can almost point to, to explain why family abolitionism was no longer thinkable by 
the end of the 70’s.

TFSR: Thank you so much for this wide ranging discussion. There’s just so 
much to talk about and it’s such a central and big idea. So I really appreciate 
you getting into the nitty gritty. For our listeners, if there’s anything you 
want to say in terms of ways people can support you or follow you, you’re 
ǘǋȗȗǡǷǘ৹ǽϥ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ǶǋǇǡƲळ৹ǀǋΘǽǷǇ৹ǀȚΘǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǀǽǽǯळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ΒǋঌǱǱ৹ǱǡǷǯ৹ȗǽ৹ǡǷ৹ǽȚȍ৹
notes.

SL: It’s always a massive pleasure to speak with you on The Final Straw, Scott. I 
learned so much from you. Thank you for prompting me. It’s true, I have a Pat-
reon, Patreon.com/reproutopia it is my only regular and reliable form of income. 
It’s really appreciated when people help support my freelance writer life. I’m not 
sure yet. I’ll probably be on Mastodon at some point. But yeah, reproutopia is the 
ǞƲǷǇǱǋ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹ϮǷǇ৹Ƕǋ৹ǽǷल৹BΘ৹ΒǋǀȐǡȗǋ৹ǡȐ৹=Ʋ[ǽȊǞǡ�ǱǱǋलHȍǘ৹yǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹Ǳǽǽǯ৹Ʋȗ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹Ʋȍ-
chives of video and audio on there and a list of all the essays that I’ve written, which 
at this point are very, very many on all kinds of concepts from octopus erotics to 
the political economy of heterosexuality and more. But yeah, I look forward to our 
next conversation on on here.

b$[Xऴ৹bǞƲǷǯ৹ΘǽȚ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹ΒǡǱǱǡǷǘल৹�ǷǇ৹ΘǋƲǞळ৹ΒǋঌǱǱ৹ǱǡǷǯ৹ȗǽ৹ƲǱǱ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȐȗȚϥल৹
It’s always a pleasure to talk to you and also really a pleasure to read your 
work because you are also just a wonderful writer. So I just put that up 
there too.

SL: HǞळ৹ȗǞƲǷǯ৹ΘǽȚल৹bǞƲǷǯ৹ΘǽȚ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǶȚǁǞल

1 of 20 

The Final Straw Radio / Family Abolition 

!"#$"%&'(()%*+%($","-*%*&.,%/+-0"$,'*.+-%1"*2""-%3/+**%'-4%3+5
(&."%6"2.,7%'8*&+$%+9%!"#$%&'()'*(+,-%$./(!(0,1%2*&3#(#2(4,5*(
,16(7%"*5,3%#1:%

;-%*&.,%"(.,+4"7%3+(&."%,("'<,%'1+8*%*&"%1++<7%*&"%.4"',%'-4%
.-,(.$'*.+-,%,&"#,%(8==.->%9$+?7%*&"%/$.*.@8"%*&'*%*&"%9'?.=)%9+$?%
-+*%+-=)%(',,",%($+("$*)%'-4%>"-"$'*.+-'==)%'==+2,%/+-/"-*$'5
*.+-,%+9% .*7% 18*% ,.?8=*'-"+8,=)% =.?.*,% +8$%&+$.A+-,%+9% /'$"% *+%
*&","% ,?'==7%($.0'*"%'-4%+B"-%'18,.0"% $"='*.+-,&.(,:%C"$"%2"%
'=,+% D-4% .4"',% +9% E&.=4% 6.1"$'*.+-7% '% /&'=="->"% *+% *&"% ,*'*"%
9+$?%'-4%/'(.*'=.,?7%'-4%'-%.-0.*'*.+-%*+%.?'>.-"%1")+-4%2&'*%
2"#0"%1""-%*'8>&*%.,%*&"%-'*8$'=%-8/="8,%+9%&8?'-%$"='*.+-,&.(,%
.-%2&'*%*8$-,%+8*%*+%1"%'%=+->%=.-"'>"%+9%.4"',%/',*%1'/<%*&$+8>&%
F='/<%9"?.-.,?,%+9%*&"%GH#,%'-4%1")+-4:

I-)2')7%*&"$"%2',%'%=+*%&"$"%'-4%2"%&+("%)+8%"-J+):%K+$%'%$"5
='*"4%/&'*7%/&"/<%+8*%3/+**#,%L8=)%MH7%NHNN%.-*"$0."2%2.*&%3+(&."%
+-%*&"%,.*"7%'-4%)+8%/'-%D-4%?+$"%$"/+$4.->,%'-4%",,'),%'*%&"$%
,.*"7!"#$%&'()"*)+%,-%'-4%,8((+$*%&"$%9$""='-/"%2$.*.->%+-%&"$%
('*$"+-:%

3"'$/&% 9+$% *&.,% .-*"$0."2% *.*="% '*% '..&/011.')23#*/.,#4,#5(%+
3%6*%-/+%,-1% *+%D-4% =.-<,% *+% 98$*&"$%$",+8$/",%+-%*&.,% *+(./7%
9"'*8$"4%?8,./7%*&"%'84.+%0"$,.+-7%'-4%D=",%9+$%($.-*.->%/+(.",%
+9%*&.,%"(.,+4":%



2 of 20 

The Final Straw Radio / Family Abolition 

TFSR: I’m really excited to be talking with Sophie Lewis today about the 
new book Abolish The Family: A Manifesto of Care and Liberation, which 
is out now with Verso Books. Can you introduce yourself with any pro-
ǷǽȚǷȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ƲǷΘ৹ƲϨǱǡƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ǷƲǶǋह

Sophie Lewis: Yeah, I go by they and she. I have a visiting scholarship that’s unpaid 
at the University of Pennsylvania in the Gender Studies department. So I have a 
login for my academic writing and for research purposes. And I teach at the Brook-
lyn Institute for Social Research as well. Which is online courses on critical social 
ȗǞǋǽȍΘल৹bǞǽȐǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗΒǽ৹ƲϨǱǡƲȗǡǽǷȐळ৹/৹ȐȚȊȊǽȐǋल

b$[Xऴ৹/Ƿ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ϮȍȐȗ৹ǀǽǽǯळ৹Full Surrogacy Now: Feminism Against Family, 
you’re already critiquing the family. I was really interested in this book and 
how you talked about how you’re going full throttle “abolish the family,” 
but when you were talking in public about your book, you found your-
self maybe softening the message of family abolition in terms of expanding 
kinship. Would you say that is something that other feminists who were 
ȗƲǱǯǡǷǘ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷ৹ǞƲǇ৹ǇǽǷǋ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊƲȐȗह৹/৹ΒƲȐ৹ΒǽǷǇǋȍǡǷǘ৹ǡǗ৹ΘǽȚ৹
just might talk about why you felt, at that point, that you needed to soften 
ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷह৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ΒǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǶƲǯǡǷǘ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǗǋǋǱ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒƲȐǷঌȗ৹ȍǡǘǞȗ৹ǽȍ৹
ǋǷǽȚǘǞह

SL: Yeah, thanks. I think there are several slightly distinct things in that question, 
ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ǡȐ৹Ʋ৹ǘȍǋƲȗ৹ȌȚǋȐȗǡǽǷल৹[ǽळ৹/৹ΒǽȚǱǇ৹ȐƲΘ৹ǬȚȐȗ৹ǀȍǡǋϱΘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹/৹ǇǡǇǷঌȗ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ȍǋǁǽǘǷǡΝǋ৹
the extent to which family abolitionism was not heard of. I mean, I knew that it had 
been largely forgotten, an active forgetting and un-remembering that took place in 
ȗǞǋ৹ঌȐळ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȍǋǘƲȍǇ৹ȗǽ৹ǱǽȗȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ǱǡǀǋȍƲȗǽȍΘ৹ȊȍǽǬǋǁȗȐ৹ǞƲǇ৹ǶƲǇǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǋȍǶ৹
ǇǡȐƲȊȊǋƲȍ৹ǁǽǶȊǱǋȗǋǱΘ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǁǽǱǱǋǁȗǡΑǋ৹ΑǽǁƲǀȚǱƲȍΘल৹�Țȗ৹/৹ǇǡǇǷঌȗ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ȍǋƲǱǡΝǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹
extent to which that was the case. So I used ‘family abolitionism’ almost as a tacit 
background assumption of my book about gestating and the labor of pregnancy. I 
really found that I had to contend with way more surprised than I had bargained 
for. Perhaps I should have expected it. But I was a little bit isolated in the research 
process of my PhD, which lead into Full Surrogacy Now. It’s nice to actually be 
in conversation with people. I now am on these topics, but at that point in time I 
wasn’t. 
 So that’s one very pragmatic circumstantial comment. I would also say 
that there were feminists that I talked about in my little new pamphlet who were in 
ȗǞǋ৹ǶǡǱǡǋȚ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹৹ȗǽ৹৹sǽǶǋǷঌȐ৹=ǡǀǋȍƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǋϫǽȍǋȐǁǋǷǁǋळ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǋΗƲǶȊǱǋळ৹ǡǷ৹
the United States, but who very purposively decided to walk the agenda back. So 
Kathi Weeks used that phrase: “Walk it back.” Kathi Weeks has a really great essay, 
actually, about how abolition of the family was the infamous proposal of the fem-
inists. Which was a joke about it being the infamous proposal of the communists 
in the Communist Manifesto. But was very much also the high point of women’s 
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based on blood. 
 So, what I’m thinking about here, and what I want to ask you about 
ǡȐ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǽǷǋ৹ǞƲǷǇळ৹ΒǞΘ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǡȗ৹ȗƲǯǋǷ৹ǽϥ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗƲǀǱǋह৹�ǽ৹ΘǽȚ৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ǡȗ৹ǞƲȐ৹ȗǽ৹
Ǉǽ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȍƲǁǡƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹Ǳǽǘǡǁह৹HǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊǽȐǡȗǡΑǋ৹ǋǷǇ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȌȚǋȐȗǡǽǷळ৹ǞǽΒ৹Ǉǽ৹
Βǋ৹ȍǋǱƲȗǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ǽȗǞǋȍ৹ǯǡǷǇȐ৹ǽǗ৹ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷǡȐȗ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗȐह৹
Connecting it back to the abolition of slavery, but also police and prison 
ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ǡȐ৹ǋΗȊǱǡǁǡȗǱΘ৹�ǱƲǁǯ৹ǱǡǀǋȍƲȗǡǽǷǡȐȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ϮǘǞȗǡǷǘ৹ƲǘƲǡǷȐȗ৹ƲǷ৹ƲǷ-
ȗǡॺ�ǱƲǁǯ৹ΒǽȍǱǇह৹�ǽ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞȗ৹ǽǷ৹ΒǞΘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ȐƲǁȍǡϮǁǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹Αǡ-
ȐǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǞǽΒ৹Βǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǶƲǯǋ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ǁǽǷǷǋǁȗǡǽǷȐ৹ǷǽΒह

SL: Yeah, it’s really interesting. The collapse of that imaginary at the height of the 
ȐȗȍȚǘǘǱǋȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȊȍǽǱǡǗǋȍƲȗǋǇ৹ƲȍǽȚǷǇ৹৹ǡȐ৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǋǱΘ৹ǱǡǷǯǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǶƲȗǋȍǡƲǱ৹ǇǋǗǋƲȗल৹
The murder, frankly, and repression that the State successfully carried out, was 
ǋΑǋǷȗȚƲǱǱΘ৹ȐȚǁǁǋȐȐǗȚǱ৹ǡǷ৹ǁƲȍȍΘǡǷǘ৹ǽȚȗल৹HȚȍ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ȐȗǽǶȊǋǇ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇȚȐȗ৹
and we can’t really state that enough. 
 You can look at the beginning of the 70’s and the end of the 70’s and al-
ǶǽȐȗ৹ǁǽǶȊƲȍǋ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ȗǋΗȗȐल৹ /৹ ǗǽȚǷǇ৹ ȗΒǽ৹ ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ ȐȗȍȚǁǯ৹Ƕǋ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ ƲǶƲΝǡǷǘǱΘ৹
ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗल৹/৹ǘȚǋȐȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋƲȍǱΘ৹ঌȐळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋƲȍǱΘ৹ঌȐल৹�৹ȗǋΗȗ৹ǀΘ৹UƲȗ৹UƲȍǯǋȍळ৹ΒǞǽ৹ǡȐ৹Ʋ৹
HƲǯǱƲǷǇॺǀƲȐǋǇ৹�ǱƲǁǯ৹ǱǡǀǋȍƲȗǡǽǷǡȐȗ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱ৹ǷȚȍȐǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǡȍǇ৹ΒǽȍǱǇ৹ǗǋǶǡǷǡȐȗ৹ΒǞǽ৹ǞƲȐ৹Ʋ৹
speech that she gave at an anti-imperialist convergence that is all about how white 
women on the left need to get with the program of family abolition and stop being 
scared because capitalism and the State will not fall until women and children ex-
plode the cell of the family of the private nuclear household. 
৹ [ǽळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǋΗȗ৹ǡȐ৹ƲǶƲΝǡǷǘळ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ǡȗ৹ȊȚȗȐ৹�ǱƲǁǯ৹ΒǽǶǋǷ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ȐȌȚƲȍǋǱΘ৹Ʋȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹
forefront of that politics, which I personally until I looked in the archive, kind of 
imagined, like everybody else imagines, was probably most forcefully articulated 
by the white, Jewish feminist Shulamith Firestone. It’s just not the case, actually, 
Black women were saying it way harder, as I discovered. But then 10 years later, and 
you think of all the successful State repression of Black liberationist struggle in the 
ǡǷȗǋȍǡǶळ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹,ƲΝǋǱ৹�ƲȍǀΘঌȐ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǗƲǶǽȚȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ΒǋǱǱ৹ƲȍȗǡǁȚǱƲȗǋǇळ৹ƲǱǶǽȐȗ৹
like an open letter, White Woman Listen!, I think that’s from my 1984 and it’s ba-
sically about why feminist excessive emphasis on the family as an oppressive struc-
ture. And she says, “Black feminists do not deny that the family can be a source of 
oppression, but it’s also an important site of survival and resistance to the State for 
us.” That’s the text that everybody knows. They don’t they don’t know the previ-
ous one the 10 years before that. Because as I said, the memory has been erased. 
৹ /৹ϮǷǇ৹ ǡȗ৹ Ȑǽ৹ ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗǡǷǘ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ ǋȐȐǋǷȗǡƲǱǱΘळ৹Βǋঌȍǋ৹ ȗƲǱǯǡǷǘ৹ ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ǇǋǗǋƲȗ৹ǽǗ৹
Black feminist abolitionism in the widest sense. The abolitionism of the present 
state of things in its entirety: Family, capital, State, criminal justice system, all of it. 
That intensity was actually voiced by the Black feminist imaginary. Which makes 
ȐǋǷȐǋ৹ǘǡΑǋǷळ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǋΗƲǶȊǱǋळ৹,ǽȍȗǋǷȐǋ৹[ȊǡǱǱǋȍȐঌ৹ƲǷƲǱΘȐǡȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǞǽΒ৹ǡȗ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹�ǱƲǁǯ৹ΒǽǶƲǷ৹
who falls out of the symbolic logics of gendered humaneness in the grammar of 
American life. And it is the Black female social subject who needs to be made a 
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that at the same time as saying that, you can very well and must and should oppose 
ȗǞǋ৹ǇǋΑƲǱȚƲȗǡǽǷ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǇǋǞȚǶƲǷǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹�ǱƲǁǯ৹ȊƲȍǋǷȗȐळ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǋΗƲǶȊǱǋळ৹ΒǞǽȐǋ৹ȊƲȍǋǷȗƲǱ৹
rights are always already null and void to a certain extent within the Child Pro-
ȗǋǁȗǡΑǋ৹[ǋȍΑǡǁǋȐ৹ǡǷǇȚȐȗȍΘल৹CȚǱǱ৹ƲǷǇ৹ΑǽǡǇ৹ǡȐ৹ƲǷ৹ǽΑǋȍȐȗƲȗǋǶǋǷȗळ৹ǀȚȗ৹�ǽȍǽȗǞΘ৹XǽǀǋȍȗȐ৹
has important scholarship on family policing and the very, very white supremacist 
structure of parenthood, in law and in child protection generally. So you can, ac-
cording to her, and I agree, seek to abolish family policing, and to that extent, basi-
cally argue almost for the voices of Black parents to count more, while at the same 
ȗǡǶǋळ৹ϮǘǞȗǡǷǘ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ǱǽǷǘ৹ȗǋȍǶ৹ΒƲΘल৹�ǷǇ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȊƲȍǋǷȗƲǱ৹ȍǡǘǞȗȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹
limited compared to the rights of children, or balanced out relative to the rights of 
children. 
 But family abolitionist is full of these slightly tricky to think through on 
the face of them contradictions, because we live in a world in which family is always 
already a racially bifurcated technology. Which is not to say that Black, or racial-
ǡΝǋǇळ৹ǽȍ৹ǡǶǶǡǘȍƲǷȗळ৹ǽȍ৹ȌȚǋǋȍळ৹ǽȍ৹ȊȍǽǱǋȗƲȍǡƲǷ৹ΒǽȍǯǡǷǘ৹ǁǱƲȐȐ৹ǗƲǶǡǱǡǋȐ৹ƲȍǋǷঌȗ৹ȊƲȍȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹
ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ ǡǷȗǽ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǋ৹ǞǽȚȐǋǞǽǱǇȐळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ ǡȐ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ǶƲǡǷ৹ ȗǞǡǷǘ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹
family. So even these alternative forms of household and social reproduction and 
kinship, that in many ways have skills and experiences that are going to be super 
useful for family abolitionism, it makes no sense to make exceptions for these sorts 
ǽǗ৹ǶƲȍǘǡǷƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȚǷǇǋȍȐǋȍΑǋǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȚǷǇǋȍ৹ǀǋǷǋϮȗǋǇ৹ǗƲǶǡǱǡǋȐल৹�Θ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹/৹ǶǋƲǷ৹
ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ΒǞǽ৹ǀǋǷǋϮȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǱǋƲȐȗ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋǇǡϮǁǋ৹ǽǗ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ΑƲǱȚǋȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȍǋǘǡǶǋ৹
ǽǗ৹ǗƲǶǡǱǡȐǶ৹ƲȐ৹ƲǷ৹ƲȐ৹ƲǷ৹ǋǁǽǷǽǶǡǁ৹ȐΘȐȗǋǶल৹[ƲΘǡǷǘ৹Ǳǡǯǋळ৹উHǞळ৹Βǋ৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹ǶǋƲǷ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹
families, we just mean like the white bourgeois family.” Which on on some level, 
people always want me to say. They want me to specify when I say family abolition, 
I mean the white bourgeois family. 
৹ �Țȗ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ǡǗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǇǋϮǷǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘळ৹ƲȐ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ǡȗ৹ǡȐ৹ǁǽȍȍǋǁȗ৹ȗǽ৹Ǉǽळ৹ƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ǶǋǁǞ-
ƲǷǡȐǶ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ƲϥǋǁȗȐ৹ǋΑǋȍΘǀǽǇΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡȐ৹ȍǋȊȍǽǇȚǁǋǇ৹ळΒǡȗȗǡǷǘǱΘ৹ǽȍ৹Ƿǽȗळ৹ǀΘ৹ǋΑǋȍΘǽǷǋ৹
ȗǞǋǷ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ΘǽȚ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ȗƲǱǯǡǷǘ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǞǽΒ৹ǡǷ৹
Ʋ৹ΒƲΘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǷǽǷ৹ǀǽȚȍǘǋǽǡȐळ৹ǷǽǷ৹ΒǞǡȗǋळ৹ǷǽǷ৹ȐǋȗȗǱǋȍ৹ǗƲǶǡǱǡǋȐ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋǷǋϮȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹
most from family abolition. In that sense, deserve it the most, and should not be ex-
ǁǋȊȗǡǽǷƲǱǡΝǋǇळ৹ǽȍ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǶƲȗȗǋȍळ৹ȍǽǶƲǷȗǡǁǡΝǋǇल৹�ǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǋ৹ǷȚǁǱǋƲȍ৹ǞǽȚȐǋ-
hold is not somehow a wonderful thing, just because it happens to be situated in a 
ȍƲǁǡƲǱǡΝǋǇळ৹ȊȍǽǱǋȗƲȍǡƲǷǡΝǋǇ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗΘळ৹ȚǷǗǽȍȗȚǷƲȗǋǱΘल

b$[Xऴ৹yǋƲǞळ৹/৹ΒƲǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ǘǋȗ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗȍƲǷȐ৹ȐȗȚϥळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ΘǽȚঌȍǋ৹ǱǋƲǇǡǷǘ৹Ƕǋ৹ǡȐ৹
thinking about the selling out of the radical liberationist movements of the 
ΒǽǶǋǷঌȐ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǘƲΘ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗ৹ǀΘ৹ȗƲǯǡǷǘ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷ৹ǽϥ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗƲ-
ǀǱǋल৹/Ȑ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ƲǷǽȗǞǋȍ৹ǶǽǶǋǷȗ৹ǽǗ৹ΒǞǡȗǋ৹ȐȚȊȍǋǶƲǁǡȐȗ৹ǁǽǷȐǽǱǡǇƲȗǡǽǷह৹/ঌǶ৹ȗǞǡǷǯ-
ing about gender abolition, for example, or the word gender itself already 
includes the power structure. I think family maybe does, too, by thinking 
ȗǞƲȗ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ǡȐ৹ȍǋǱƲȗǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǱǽǽǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǷƲȗȚȍƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ȍǋǱƲȗǡǽǷȐǞǡȊȐळ৹ǡȗ৹ǋȍƲȐǋȐ৹ǽȗǞǋȍ৹
forms of relating to people that happening, but get called the family maybe, 
ΒȍǽǷǘǱΘळ৹ ƲǷǇ৹ ȍǋȊȍǽǇȚǁǋȐ৹ Ʋ৹ ǯǡǷǇ৹ ǽǗ৹ ȍƲǁǡƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ Ǳǽǘǡǁ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ ǽȚȍ৹ ǀǋǱǽǷǘǡǷǘ৹ ǡȐ৹
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liberationist and gay liberationist ambition, which, in the late 70s and throughout 
the 80s, feminists such as Gloria Steinem, notably just denied it. They just adopted 
a stance of erasure towards it. “That didn’t happen. We did not want to abolish the 
family.” That’s was a decision that was made by certain Liberal Feminists who were 
ϮǷǋ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǇǡȐǁǽȚȍȐǋ৹Ʋȗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ȊǋƲǯ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹CǋΒ৹=ǋǗȗळ৹ǀȚȗ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ȐȗȍƲȗǋǘǡǁƲǱǱΘ৹
ingratiating themselves to the capitalist establishment and the state in the 80’s by 
ȐƲΘǡǷǘळ৹উbǞǽȐǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ǁȍƲΝΘल৹/Ƿ৹ǗƲǁȗळ৹Βǋ৹ǷǋΑǋȍ৹ȐƲǡǇ৹ȗǞƲȗल৹BƲΘǀǋ৹ǽǷǋ৹ǽȍ৹ȗΒǽळ৹
maybe Shulamith Firestone, maybe. But barely anybody.” Which is a lie. That’s a 
pragmatic decision that liberal feminism made because Liberal Feminism is, in my 
opinion, an enemy feminism and very much a part of capitalist hegemony. 
৹ bǞǋȍǋ৹ǡȐ৹ȐǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹/৹ȗƲǱǯ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹/Ƿ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǷǋΒ৹ǀǽǽǯळ৹
which is very much not Gloria Steinem, but rather a whole ecology of comrades 
ΒǞǽ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǁǋǱǋǀȍƲȗǋळ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ȍǡǘǞȗǱΘ৹ǡǷ৹ǶƲǷΘ৹ΒƲΘȐळ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋǶƲǷǁǡȊƲȗǽȍΘ৹ǋϥǋǁȗȐ৹ǽǗ৹ȐȚȍΑǡΑƲǱ৹
practices on the margins of private property and bourgeois family-ism. So queer 
Black mothers, queer Black mothering practices, indigenous practices that are held 
on to, wisps, little remnants of indigenous ritual or kin-making ethics. Little ves-
tiges of things that predate the imposition of the colonial gender binary and the 
bourgeois private nuclear household, or practices which were innovated under con-
ditions of captivity, for example, under slavery in the United States. Those sorts of 
practices get called expanded kinship or queer kinship. 
 Those discourses were the ones that in Full Surrogacy Now, I was alluding 
to. The scholarship surrounding those practices often based on books classically, 
like All Our Kin by Carol Stack, which is an ethnography of Black kin-making 
ȊȍǽǬǋǁȗȐल৹bǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǽǷǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǯǋΘ৹ȗǋΗȗȐ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ΒǞǽǱǋ৹ϮǋǱǇल৹/Ƿ৹Full Surrogacy Now, I 
ΒƲȐ৹ǘǋȐȗȚȍǡǷǘ৹ȗǽΒƲȍǇȐ৹ǡȗल৹yǽȚ৹ǁǽȚǱǇ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȍǋƲǇ৹Ƕǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȐƲΘǡǷǘळ৹উsǋǱǱळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȐȗȚϥ৹ǯǡǷǇ৹
of is family abolition.” I didn’t really say that outright, but it was kind of implied 
ȗǞƲȗ৹/৹ΒƲǷȗǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ȐǡǶȊǱΘ৹ƲϨȍǶ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǁǋǱǋǀȍƲȗǡǷǘ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ǗǽȍǶȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǋΗȊƲǷǇǋǇ৹ǯǡǷȐǞǡȊ৹
ƲǷǇ৹ȐȚȍΑǡΑƲǱल৹/ȗ৹ΒƲȐǷঌȗ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ǁǱǋƲȍल৹/৹ǞƲǇǷঌȗ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ϮǷǡȐǞǋǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞȗ৹ΒǞǋȗǞǋȍ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹
indeed, is the same thing as family abolition or adjacent to it or whatever. 
 So in Full Surrogacy Now, I was talking about the untenability of the con-
cept of surrogacy outside of a system of proprietary parenthood. I was making the 
point that “surrogates” are everywhere and nowhere at the same time in the cap-
ǡȗƲǱǡȐȗ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ǶǽǇǋǱल৹bǞǋȍǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȐǞƲǇǽΒΘ৹ϮǘȚȍǋȐ৹ǁȚȗ৹ǽȚȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ȊǞǽȗǽ৹ΒǞǽ৹
are really quite fundamental to the maintenance of this supposedly autonomous, 
self-managing unit, the family. I talked about how there is a dystopian character to 
ȗǞƲȗळ৹ƲǷǇ৹Ʋȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐƲǶǋ৹ȗǡǶǋळ৹ȊǽȗǋǷȗǡƲǱǱΘळ৹Ʋ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲǷ৹ǞǽȍǡΝǽǷ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǁǽȚǱǇ৹ǀǋ৹ǋǷΑǡȐǡǽǷǋǇ৹
by saying, “Full surrogacy now. What if we became capable of acting as though 
we were all reciprocally and equally, on an equal basis, the makers of one another. 
Rather than segregated along the basis of class and coloniality?” So I talked about 
broadly having a family abolitionist commitment, undergirding that, and then I 
also talked about the contradictory-ness or the illusory-ness of the family in the 
ȊȍǋȐǋǷȗल৹/Ƿ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐǋǷȐǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ȐȚȍȍǽǘƲȗǋȐ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ƲǱΒƲΘȐ৹ȗǞǋȍǋळ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǋϮǷǡ-
tion of the family excludes them. 
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 But those are two quite complicated things to hold and think together. 
[ǽळ৹/৹ǞƲǇǷঌȗ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ϮǷǡȐǞǋǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞȗ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǁǽǶȊǱǋȗǋǱΘ৹ǞǽǷǋȐȗ৹ƲǷȐΒǋȍळ৹[ǁǽȗȗल৹UƲȍȗ৹
of the reason I became motivated to write a follow up, which also I was asked to 
do, transparently. I was asked to write a follow up explaining what family abolition 
means. It was sold to me as a pamphlet that wouldn’t take me long to write and it 
ΒƲȐ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ȊƲǡǇ৹Ʋȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǱǋΑǋǱ৹ǽǗ৹Ʋ৹ȊƲǶȊǞǱǋȗ৹ȍƲȗǞǋȍ৹ȗǞƲǷ৹Ʋ৹ǀǽǽǯल৹/৹ΒƲȐ৹ȐȚϨǁǡǋǷȗǱΘ৹ǀƲǁǯǋǇ৹
up, at this point, by other family abolitionists from whom I have learned. So, the 
more courageous character, I guess you called it ‘full throttle,’ is also because of 
being less isolated.

TFSR: Yeah, and that’s a lesson perhaps of family abolition too. Yeah. If I 
was going to reduce Full Surrogacy to a couple moves, one of the things that 
I take away from that is that there’s this deconstructive move to be like, “we 
have this idea of the family, but it’s not but really how things are working 
and if we actually look at the way things do work, we learn that the family 
ȐȗȍȚǁȗȚȍǋ৹ǡȐ৹ǡǷ৹ǡȗȐǋǱǗ৹ǡǷȐȚϨǁǡǋǷȗलঊ৹yǽȚ৹ȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋΗƲǶȊǱǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȊƲǡǇ৹ȐȚȍȍǽǘƲǁΘ৹
ȗǽ৹ȐǞǽΒ৹ϮȍȐȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǘǋȐȗƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǡȐ৹Ʋ৹ǗǽȍǶ৹ǽǗ৹ǱƲǀǽȍ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǽǷǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǞƲȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗȍƲȗǡϮ-
ǁƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǁǱƲȐȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȍƲǁǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ǶǽΑǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹/৹ǗǋǋǱ৹ǡȐ৹ȐǡǶǡǱƲȍ৹ȗǽ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹
$ǋǇǋȍǡǁǡ৹ǇǽǋȐ৹ǡǷ৹sƲǘǋȐ৹�ǘƲǡǷȐȗ৹,ǽȚȐǋΒǽȍǯळ৹উǡǗ৹Βǋ৹ǁƲǷ৹ƲǁǯǷǽΒǱǋǇǘǋ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ƲȐ৹
work, then we can refuse to do it under these conditions.” That’s helpful 
because with family abolition, I’ll speak for myself, I have my own experi-
ence of a visceral response to being like, “Yes.” Which I think also people 
have the visceral response of, “No.” But I hear the term ‘family abolition,’ 
ƲǷǇ৹/ঌǶ৹Ǳǡǯǋळ৹উ/৹ǞƲȗǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘळঊ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹�ǷǇȍǋ৹%ǡǇǋ৹ȐƲǡǇळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǋǷǁǋǇ৹ǡȗ৹
ƲȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȐȚϥǽǁƲȗǡǷǘ৹ȐȊƲǁǋळ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ǡǗ৹/৹ǱǽΑǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǡǷ৹ǶΘ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹Ǘǽȍ৹
them too. The family structure itself felt like that. So, I have that response. 
 But then, it’s really hard, I think, in conversation with people to 
go from like, “Well, you know, the family sucks,” especially if they have 
ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǋǷǁǋȐ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ǱǡǀȍƲȗǽȍΘ৹ǞǽȍǡΝǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹Ǳǡǯǋळ৹উsǞƲȗ৹ΒǽȚǱǇ৹
ǡȗ৹Ǳǽǽǯ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǽ৹Ǉǽ৹ȐǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗहঊ৹bǽ৹ǶƲǯǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹Ʋ৹ȌȚǋȐȗǡǽǷळ৹/ঌǶ৹
ΒǽǷǇǋȍǡǷǘ৹ǞǽΒ৹Ǉǽ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǁǽǷǷǋǁȗ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǡǷǘ৹ȍǋȐȊǽǷȐǋȐह৹sǞǡǁǞ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǽǗ-
ȗǋǷ৹ΑǡȐǁǋȍƲǱळ৹ǽǗ৹ΘǋȐ৹ǽȍ৹Ƿǽळ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞƲȗल৹bǽ৹ȗǞǋǽȍǡΝǋ৹ǡȗळ৹ǽȍ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ǶƲǯǋ৹ǡȗ৹ȐǋǋǶ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹
practical, beyond pointing out the contradiction, we currently aren’t actu-
ally operating under the nuclear family. Everything that everyone does is 
bolstered by all these other things. If you have thoughts about that. Just in 
ǁǽǷΑǋȍȐƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋळ৹ǞǽΒ৹Ǉǽ৹ΘǽȚ৹ƲȊȊȍǽƲǁǞ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ȍǋƲǁȗǡǽǷȐह

SL: Yeah, it’s interesting to me, ongoingly, how people whose experience is actu-
ally forced into unusual levels of dependence on family. So, for example, someone 
ΒǞǽ৹ ǡȐ৹ ǁǱƲȐȐǡϮǋǇ৹ƲȐ৹ǞƲΑǡǷǘ৹ ȐǽǶǋ৹ǯǡǷǇ৹ǽǗ৹ǇǡȐƲǀǡǱǡȗΘ৹ ƲǷǇ৹ΒǞǽ৹ǞƲȐ৹ǽȊȗǡǽǷȐ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ Ʋȍǋ৹
ΑǋȍΘ৹ȍǋǇȚǁǋǇळ৹ƲȍȗǡϮǁǡƲǱǱΘळ৹ǀΘ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ΒǽȍǱǇळ৹Ȑǽ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ǡǷȐȗǡȗȚȗǡǽǷƲǱǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽȍ৹ǯǡǷȐǞǡȊ৹ǀƲȐǋǇ৹
care, for example. And how people in that situation might have a particularly clear 
understanding of how that constraint, those two options, the reduction of options 
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�ǷǇ৹ ȗǞǋǷ৹ ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ Ʋ৹ ǁǞƲǡǷ৹ ǽǗ৹ ǞǡǋȍƲȍǁǞΘ৹ ȗǞǋȍǋ৹ ȗǽǽळ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ǞȚȐǀƲǷǇ৹ǞƲȐ৹
power over the wife, or the wife maybe has power over the children. It’s the 
ǱǡȗȗǱǋ৹ǱƲǀǽȍƲȗǽȍΘ৹ǡǷ৹ǱǋƲȍǷǡǷǘ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ȊǱƲǁǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΑǡǽǱǋǷȗ৹ȊǱǋƲȐȚȍǋȐ৹
of having power over someone, too. 
 I think that’s really an important thing to pull out. That’s how I 
tried to explain to myself this current movement of, in a moment of dev-
astation and economic precarity for so many people, why there’s a paren-
ȗƲǱ৹ȍǡǘǞȗȐ৹ǶǽΑǋǶǋǷȗल৹sǞΘ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘह৹bǞƲȗঌȐ৹ǽǷǋ৹ȊǱƲǁǋ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹
ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǷƲȗȚȍƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹ǞƲΑǡǷǘ৹ȊǽΒǋȍ৹ǽΑǋȍ৹ȐǽǶǋǽǷǋ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹Ƿǽ৹
ȊǽΒǋȍ৹ǡǷ৹ƲǷΘ৹ǽȗǞǋȍ৹ȐǡȗȚƲȗǡǽǷ৹ȊǋȍǞƲȊȐह

SL: Yeah, yeah. That’s fascinating. 
 Gosh, there’s something I literally thought just a minute before getting on 
ȗǞǡȐ৹ȊǽǇǁƲȐȗ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ΘǽȚळ৹[ǁǽȗȗल৹[ǽǶǋǽǷǋ৹ȐǞƲȍǋǇ৹Ʋ৹ȐǷǡȊȊǋȗ৹ǽǗ৹,ƲǷǷƲǞ৹�ȍǋǷǇȗळ৹ΒǞǽ৹ǡȐ৹
Ʋ৹ȊǞǡǱǽȐǽȊǞǋȍ৹/ঌΑǋ৹ƲǱΒƲΘȐ৹ǯǡǷǇ৹ǽǗ৹ǇǡȐǱǡǯǋǇल৹qǋȍΘळ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǁǽǷȐǋȍΑƲȗǡΑǋळ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ƲǱΒƲΘȐ৹ȐȚȍ-
prised me that that’s not just established as what Arendt is, a conservative philos-
opher. In my opinion, anyway. But there was a section of an essay by her that I’d 
never read, which was her essay opposing desegregation. I didn’t even know. But 
she argued that it is too great of an infringement on parental rights, basically, to de-
mand that children go to desegregated schools if their parents don’t want to create a 
desegregated family culture. So, she has this fantastically clear and strong statement 
in favor of the primacy of family, ie parental authority over the realm of the public. 
I don’t know if this is actually useful, you may want to cut this from the recording, 
but I was just thinking about the social crisis that she was writing from within the 
tumult. She’s writing from this moment of racial justice, upheaval and movement 
and she’s saying, “The Family is threatened by this, and I choose to uphold the 
Family.” 
 I think we need to get braver, especially if you want to create a compari-
son. Maybe I’m being too bold here, but I think there are some similarities in this 
ǶǽǶǋǷȗ৹ǽǗ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋǇ৹ƲȐȐƲȚǱȗ৹ǽǷ৹ ȗȍƲǷȐ৹ǁǞǡǱǇȍǋǷ৹ƲǷǇ৹ ȗȍƲǷȐ৹ ǱǡǗǋ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹ǘǋǷǋȍƲǱǱΘळ৹Ǉǽ৹
people have the guts to understand the structure? The way in which the far right 
is sometimes onto something when it accuses anti capitalists, feminists, leftist of 
seeking to undermine the sanctity of the Family? They are not exactly wrong about 
that. Like... we do against Arendt, for example, insist that that parental rights can 
go get fucked. In my opinion, most things, but certainly when it comes to white su-
premacists morays and views, when it comes to the right of children to access health 
ǁƲȍǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹ǀǋ৹ȗǞƲȗललल৹bǽ৹ǀǋ৹ǞǽǷǋȐȗळ৹ΑƲǁǁǡǷƲȗǡǽǷȐळ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ƲǷȗǡ৹qƲΗ৹ǶǽǶȐ৹
who want to put oil on young people who need antibiotics. That’s a pet peeve of 
mine, or who want to prevent young people from determining their own gender 
ƲϨȍǶǡǷǘ৹ǞǋƲǱȗǞ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ȊƲȗǞΒƲΘȐल৹
 I think the missing part of left discourse is the willingness to say, “Yeah, 
Βǋ৹Ǉǽ৹ǽȊȊǽȐǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹$ƲǶǡǱΘ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ǗȍǽǷȗȐळঊ৹ǽȍ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ǁȍǡȗǡǁǡΝǋ৹ǡȗल৹sǋ৹Ǉǽ৹Ƿǽȗ৹
consider parental rights like a supreme value in this terrain. You have to be very clear 
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ǀǋ৹ǡǷȗǋȍǱƲǁǋǇ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹Ƿǽ৹ǗȍǡǁȗǡǽǷल৹/৹ΒǽǷǇǋȍल৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȌȚǋȐȗǡǽǷल৹BΘ৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǡǽǷ৹
of love is about both care and autonomy. To love someone is to struggle to strive 
for their immersion in care, like maximum abundant care, at the same time as as 
having maximum autonomy. I don’t know the extent to which those two things in 
the future might rub up against one another. 
 Love is so proprietary in the present. We don’t really want people to be 
loved by others. Well, I think some of us do. Maybe all of us somewhat do at our 
best moments, but because of the enforced scarcity of care. The care crisis of capi-
talism, or the care crisis, that is capitalism, we don’t feel it’s safe. We don’t trust our-
selves or others to be cared for by many, or indeed, to be autonomous from from 
us. I hope and believe, and to an extent I know, that it can be otherwise and that the 
enthusiasm and excitement for those anti-proprietary, anti-possessive modes can 
ȐȊȍǋƲǇ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ΒǡǱǇϮȍǋ৹ǡǷ৹ǶǽǶǋǷȗȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǞǡǘǞ৹ǡǷȗǋǷȐǡȗΘ৹ȐȗȍȚǘǘǱǋळ৹ǽȍ৹ǡǷ৹ǶǽǶǋǷȗȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǶƲȐȐ৹
occupation of a public space where things stay and develop and become creative, 
become experimental, people live together in moments of insurgency. 
 Somehow, the proprietary logic of our emotion, what Alva Gotby  calls 
‘our emotional reproduction of one another and ourselves’ on these propertarian 
lines, is weakened and loosened, as a ‘Red Love’ as Alexandra Kollontai called it, be-
comes a bit more palpable. Mark Fisher also, I’m not sure he’s down for our family 
abolition at all, but he has a nice phrase, ‘red plenty.’ I think the emotional level of 
‘red plenty’ is where we feel secure in the contingency of our caring and cared for-
ness. We don’t need containers like the family, like marriage, like private property, 
to reassure us that we will be held tomorrow, as well as today. 
 Indeed, those containers that I just mentioned, family and the mechanisms 
that come along with it like inheritance and marriage and so on: they are already 
ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ǗƲǱǱǡǀǱǋल৹bǞǋΘ৹Ǉǽ৹ǗȚǱϮǱǱ৹ǁǋȍȗƲǡǷ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ȍǋȊȍǽǇȚǁȗǡΑǋ৹ǗȚǷǁȗǡǽǷȐ৹ƲǇǋȌȚƲȗǋǱΘ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹
capitalism’s point of view. From our point of view, if your husband walks out on 
you, everyone knows a husband can walk out on you. In fact, marriage doesn’t ac-
tually like... or a wife can walk out and you, although statistically that happens less, 
which is curious. I’m going to too many parentheses deep right now. 
 I keep noticing that the conversation about the crisis of white masculini-
ty in America doesn’t really refer to the ample evidence, the sociology that shows 
ȗǞƲȗ৹ǶǋǷ৹ǀǋǷǋϮȗ৹ǶƲȐȐǡΑǋǱΘ৹ ǗȍǽǶ৹ǞǋȗǋȍǽȐǋΗȚƲǱ৹ǶƲȍȍǡƲǘǋल৹�ΑǋǷ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ƲǱǱ৹ ȗǞǋǡȍ৹ǁǽǶ-
plaints like “there’s no male breadwinner household anymore” and “women aren’t 
respecting men anymore.” Whatever narrative is being peddled by Jordan Peterson, 
basically. The hard evidence is basically that marriage is a great deal for men. It’s a 
great labor deal for heterosexual men. That’s why they don’t leave marriages, they 
cheat but they don’t leave. Anyway!

b$[Xऴ৹HǷǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ȐƲǡǇ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǡǶȊǽȍȗƲǷȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǁǽǶǋȐ৹ǡǷ৹
ǗǋǶǡǷǡȐȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹%ƲΘ৹=ǡǀǋȍƲȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǋΗȗȐ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȗǞǋ৹ঌȐ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǡǇǋƲ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹
gives to the worker this mini hierarchy. You get yelled at by your boss at 
work, but you come home and you get to lord over your wife and children. 
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to those two things. It’s pretty dreadful, it perhaps doesn’t have to be that way, you 
could imagine. But perhaps has a psychological response of like, “Well, statistics 
show that people in my position get maltreated in worse rates in the institution-
ƲǱǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ȐǋȗȗǡǷǘ৹ƲȐ৹ǁǽǶȊƲȍǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǯǡǷȐǞǡȊ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ȐǋȗȗǡǷǘलঊ৹�ΑǋǷ৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǶǡǘǞȗ৹
then also ask the follow up question like, “What are those stats on each side? Is the 
ǡȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷǁǋ৹ȐǡǘǷǡϮǁƲǷȗह৹�ȍǋ৹Βǋ৹ȗȍΘǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹Ǳǽǽǯ৹Ʋȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǱǋȐȐǋȍ৹ǽǗ৹ȗΒǽ৹ǋΑǡǱȐ৹Ǟǋȍǋह৹Hȍ৹
what is this framework that we’re operating within, of the possible?” But some-
ȗǡǶǋȐ৹/৹ϮǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹Ʋ৹ΑǡȐǁǋȍƲǱ৹ȍǋƲǁȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹Ǳǡǯǋळ৹উ,ǽΒ৹ǁƲǷ৹ΘǽȚ৹ƲȗȗƲǁǯ৹ȗǞǋ৹
family?!” from people who are in fact, in a situation that you could almost call 
blackmail. Being blackmailed into support for the family because of acute depen-
dency on the family. 
৹ �ǱǱ৹ ǽǗ৹ ȚȐळ৹ ǞǽΒǋΑǋȍळ৹ Ʋȍǋ৹ ǇǋȊǋǷǇǋǷȗळ৹ ȗǽ৹ ȐǽǶǋ৹ ǋΗȗǋǷȗळ৹ ǽǷ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ǗƲǶǡǱΘल৹ �ΑǋǷ৹
those of us who are in unusual situations, vis-a-vis, biological or legal or juridically 
acknowledged kin have very few such people or live in dormitories or in unusual, 
ȊǋȍǞƲȊȐ৹ǁȍǋƲȗǡΑǋǱΘ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ȐǡȗȚƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȐȗǡǱǱळ৹ǡǶȊƲǁȗǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ΒƲΘ৹ǀΘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǽȍǱǇ৹
ǽǗ৹ǷǽȍǶƲȗǡΑǋळ৹ǷƲȍȍƲȗǡΑǋळ৹ȍǽǶƲǷȗǡǁǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘल৹bǞǋ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǱƲǷǘȚƲǘǋ৹Βǋ৹ȐȊǋƲǯ৹ǡȐ৹
saturated by metaphors of blood and reproductivity and as a question of self, leg-
acy, and immortality. Ideas about ancestors, questions of genes, literal biological 
descendants. And indeed the aspiration of a work society: which is to work your 
entire life for the purpose of someone and someone’s...  I insist very much in this lit-
tle pamphlet that work and family are very much inextricable. The regime of work 
is the regime of family, at least right now. I don’t know if there’s a conceivable other 
ΒƲΘ৹ǡǷ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐǶ৹ǁǽȚǱǇ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋ৹ǡȗȐǋǱǗ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹Βǽȍǯल৹[ǽǁǡǋȗΘ৹ǁǽȚǱǇ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋ৹
itself maybe worse, maybe there are worse things than the family. I’m completely 
open to that. You can see that there are dystopian warehousing and dormitory style 
ȐǡȗȚƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȍǋȊȍǽǇȚǁǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǀǽǇǡǋȐ৹ǽǗ৹ΒǽȍǯǋȍȐल৹�ǶƲΝǽǷ৹ΒƲȍǋǞǽȚȐǋȐ৹ǡǷ৹�ΝǋǁǞǽ-
slovakia, for example. I don’t know, that’s just a really random example, because my 
ǗȍǡǋǷǇ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǡǷǘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǡǷ৹ǱǡȗǋȍƲǱ৹ǇǽȍǶǡȗǽȍǡǋȐल৹
৹ �Țȗ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ΒǞǽ৹ǶǡǘǞȗ৹ϮǷǇ৹ǡȗ৹ȊƲȍȗǡǁȚǱƲȍǱΘ৹ǞƲȍǇ৹ȗǽ৹ǡǶƲǘǡǷǋ৹Ʋ৹Țȗǽ-
pian end to the family, rather than a dystopian one, precisely because of their van-
tage point. So, since you asked me about how I deal with the emotional reactions, 
I do try and see where someone is coming from materially, because it is really im-
portant to me to stress over and over again that the family really does keep many 
ǽǗ৹ǶΘ৹ǁǽǶȍƲǇǋȐ৹ƲǱǡΑǋल৹ /ȗ৹ǯǋǋȊȐ৹ȚȐ৹ƲǱǡΑǋल৹ /ȗঌȐ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ǽǷǋ৹ǷƲȗȚȍƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ ȐȗȍȚǁȗȚȍǋ৹ ǡǷ৹
ǽȚȍ৹ ȐǽǁǡǋȗΘल৹ /ȗ৹ ǡȐ৹ǀǽȚǷǇ৹ȚȊ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȊȍƲǁȗǡǁǋȐ৹ǽǗ৹ ȍǋȐǡȐȗƲǷǁǋ৹ ȗǽ৹ ȗǞǋ৹[ȗƲȗǋ৹ ǡǷ৹ ȍƲǁǡƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹
ǽȍ৹ȚǷǇǽǁȚǶǋǷȗǋǇ৹ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗǡǋȐल৹ ৹bǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ǡȐ৹ǽǗȗǋǷ৹ǁǋǱǋǀȍƲȗǋǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȍǽǶƲǷȗǡǁǡΝǋ৹
in immigrant communities. There are basically no real ethnic sub communities in 
this nation State where there isn’t an enormous cult of the family. Family values, 
ȍǡǘǞȗह৹sǡȗǞ৹Ʋ৹ǁǋȍȗƲǡǷ৹ȊȍǽȚǇळ৹ƲǱǶǽȐȗ৹ǶǡǁȍǽॺǷƲȗǡǽǷƲǱǡȐȗ৹ϱƲΑǽȍळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ȐǽǶǋȗǡǶǋȐ৹
ǋϥǋǁȗǡΑǋǱΘ৹ǗǋǋǱ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ǇǡȐȗǡǷǁȗ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǽΑǋȍƲȍǁǞǡǷǘ৹ǞǋǘǋǶǽǷǡǁ৹ǁȚǱȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǞǡȗǋ৹
bourgeois family. The image of the president’s family, the image of ultimate prop-
erty owning, cis-heteronormative productivity and reproductivity. 
 If you ask people about their associations with the family in culture and 
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ǱǡȗǋȍƲȗȚȍǋळ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹ȐǽǶǋȗǡǶǋȐ৹ϮǷǇ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ƲǱǱ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ƲȐȐǽǁǡƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹[ǡǶȊ-
ȐǽǷȐळ৹ƲǱǱ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ǡȍǽǷǡΝǡǷǘ৹ȗƲǯǋȐ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǡȐƲȊȊǽǡǷȗǶǋǷȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǷȚǁǱǋƲȍ৹ǇǽǶǋȐȗǡǁ৹ǱǡǗǋल৹
You can sometimes get people quite far along. People resist it, initially are resistant 
to the phrase: ‘abolish the family,’ you can sometimes show people that there’s an 
anti-utopianism baked into the satirical vibe. The way that we will roll our eyes 
and go, ‘You know, Thanksgiving.’ Right now on social media... I’m leaving social 
media. I’m sure many of our common friends and comrades were on this list of 
ant-fascists are now deactivated. But I still notice the overarching tone of popular 
discourse about Thanksgiving is a series of jokes about escaping from the family 
dinner table, right? There’s a joke about having red eyes because you go on a walk, 
to get to get stoned ,to escape. So there’s this collective open secret of how much 
ǡȗ৹ȐȚǁǯȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǞƲǷǘ৹ǽȚȗ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘल৹�ΑǋǷ৹ǡǗ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ƲǶǀǡΑƲǱǋǷȗल৹/ȗঌȐ৹ƲǶǀǡΑƲǱǋǷȗ৹ƲǷǇ৹
nevertheless, right? And nevertheless, and nonetheless. 
৹ /৹ ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ ȐƲȗǡȍǡǁƲǱ৹ ȗǽǷǋ৹ ǡȐ৹ ȊƲȍȗ৹ ǽǗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ǡǇǋǷȗǡϮƲǀǱǋॺǷǋȐȐ৹ ǽǗ৹ ǡȗळ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ȍǋǱƲȗ-
able-ness of it. That’s what prevents us from having a conversation about, “hang on 
Ʋ৹ǶǡǷȚȗǋलललल৹sǞƲȗ৹ǡǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǽȍǱǇ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋǇ৹ǁǽǶȊǱǋȗǋǱΘ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗǱΘहঊ৹yǋƲǞळ৹ΘǽȚঌȍǋ৹
ǁǽǶȊǱǋȗǋǱΘ৹ ȍǡǘǞȗल৹bǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ ȐǽǶǋ৹ ȗǞǡǷǘ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ǷǋǋǇȐ৹ ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ ƲǇǇȍǋȐȐǋǇ৹ϮȍȐȗळ৹ ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹
ǡǷǡȗǡƲǱ৹ƲϥǋǁȗǡΑǋ৹ȍǋƲǁȗǡǽǷल৹yǽȚ৹ǀȍǽȚǘǞȗ৹ȚȊ৹�ǷǇȍǋ৹%ǡǇǋळ৹ȗǞǋ৹$ƲǶǡǱǱǋȐ৹Ǭǋ৹ΑǽȚȐ৹ǞƲǡȐळ৹ȗǞǋ৹
উ/৹ǞƲȗǋ৹ΘǽȚঊ৹ǗƲǶǡǱǡǋȐळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȌȚǋǋȍ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ϮǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȗȍƲǡǘǞȗ৹ǶƲǡǷ-
ȐȗȍǋƲǶ৹ǇǽǋȐǷঌȗ৹ƲȊȊȍǋǁǡƲȗǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋΗȗǋǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡȐ৹Ʋ৹ǶƲȗǋȍǡƲǱǱΘ৹ȊȍǽǇȚǁǋǇ৹Ʋϥǋǁȗ৹
and experience for many of us. There is a total crisis, an epidemic of dispossession, 
refugees from the nuclear family. Still today, in this era of LGBT acceptance and 
ǶƲǡǷȐȗȍǋƲǶǡΝƲȗǡǽǷळ৹ ƲǷǇ৹ ǞǽǶǽǷƲȗǡǽǷƲǱǡȐǶळ৹ ƲǷǇ৹ ǞǽǶǽǷǽȍǶƲȗǡΑǡȗΘळ৹ ȗǞǋȍǋ৹ Ʋȍǋ৹ ȐȗǡǱǱ৹
ultimately huge populations of dispossessed rejected queer youth, whose relation 
ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ǡȐ৹ȚǱȗǡǶƲȗǋǱΘ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǬȚȐȗǡϮƲǀǱΘ৹ǀǋ৹ǽǷǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȍǋȐǋǷȗǶǋǷȗळ৹ǀǡȗȗǋȍǷǋȐȐळ৹ƲǷǇ৹
hatred. 
 I think you can also move beyond the initial reaction to talk simply about 
what you actually want for the people in your family if you love them, and you 
ǶǡǘǞȗ৹ϮǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ΘǽȚ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǡȐ৹ƲǁȗȚƲǱǱΘ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷल৹
bǞƲȗ৹ǶƲΘǀǋ৹ȐǽȚǷǇȐ৹ǯǡǷǇ৹ǽǗ৹ǘǱǡǀळ৹ǀȚȗ৹/৹ϮǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡǗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǗǽǁȚȐ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǱǽΑǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹
often do feel for the people who juridically, legally, or biologically are family right 
now, you can often actually bring them around almost paradoxically that way, to 
the political project of creating a world in which the care that all those individuals 
ȍǋǁǋǡΑǋ৹ǡȐ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ǇǋȊǋǷǇǋǷȗ৹ǽǷ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǡǷǗȍƲȐȗȍȚǁȗȚȍǋ৹ǽǗ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋǇ৹ȐǁƲȍǁǡȗΘल৹sǞǋȍǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǡǋȐ৹
between people are ultimately predicated on a kind of reciprocal blackmail. Where 
there are ultimately no other alternatives and that is supposed to be romantic. So I 
really mean it when I say, “if you love your family, you want you want family aboli-
tion for them.” We can unpack that more. But I think I can work with both the very 
pro and the very anti knee jerk responses.

TFSR: Yeah, that actually makes a lot of sense. For some reason right now, 
I’m coming with personal reactions to this and this is one of the ways that 
ΘǽȚ৹ǇǋϮǷǋ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ǱǽΑǋ৹ǶǡǘǞȗ৹ǶǋƲǷ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǀǽǽǯळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ΒƲǷȗǡǷǘ৹ǗȍǋǋǇǽǶ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹
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and wanting someone to have power over you. In both of the situations of 
caring for children or caring for sick or disabled people, that can be trans-
formed into power and control. I mean, that’s what the right wing literally 
calls it, in terms of parental rights. 
 But there’s another kind of care, that doesn’t totally destroy your 
autonomy. I think maybe it’s hard to see that from our perspective now. 
XǡǘǞȗह৹BƲΘǀǋ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ǽȚȍ৹ǇǋȐǡȍǋȐळ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹Βǋঌȍǋ৹Ȑǽ৹ǋΗǞƲȚȐȗǋǇ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȍǡǷǘ৹
Ǘǽȍ৹ǽȚȍȐǋǱΑǋȐळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǋȐǡȍǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ǁƲȍǋǇ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǶǡǘǞȗ৹ǀǋ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ǯǡǷǇ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǽȗƲǱǡΝ-
ǡǷǘ৹ǇǋȐǡȍǋळ৹ǬȚȐȗ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ƲǷ৹ǋȐǁƲȊǋळ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǯǷǽΒह৹
 To phrase that as a question: how do you think family abolition, 
the idea of family abolition or the movement for it, could transform our 
ȚǷǇǋȍȐȗƲǷǇǡǷǘ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȍǋह৹�ǱǽǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǱǡǷǋȐ৹ǽǗ৹$ǋǇǋȍǡǁǡ৹ȐƲΘǡǷǘळ৹উsǋ৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹
know what love is because of being forced to do this for us work.” What is 
ȗǞǋ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲǷ৹ΑǡȐǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǁǽǶǋȐ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹Ʋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷ৹ȊǋȍȐȊǋǁȗǡΑǋह

SL: Yeah, that’s a great question. A part of me is content to tolerate not fully know-
ǡǷǘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹ȚȊ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ϮǷǇǡǷǘ৹ǽȚȗ৹ƲǱǽǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒƲΘळ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǡǽǷƲǱǱΘ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹
part of it can’t be known in advance. It would be a little bit like that very moving 
ǱǡǷǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚঌȍǋ৹ǁǡȗǡǷǘ৹ǽȍ৹ǘǋȐȗȚȍǡǷǘ৹ȗǽΒƲȍǇȐळ৹ǡǶȊǱǡǋȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ϮǷǇ৹
out what it would be like to conduct these same labors, these beautiful moments 
that are beautiful even in the present, where they are stolen from us in large part, 
Ƿǽȗ৹ळ৹ǀȚȗ৹Ʋ৹ǱƲȍǘǋ৹ȊƲȍȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ȐǽȍȗȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǁȍǋƲȗǡΑǡȗǡǋȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ƲϥǋǁȗȐ৹Ʋȍǋ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹ǋΗȊȍǽ-
ȊȍǡƲȗǋǇ৹ǀΘ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȚǷǇǋȍ৹ǽȚȍ৹ǷǽȐǋȐल৹CǋΑǋȍȗǞǋǱǋȐȐळ৹Βǋ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǋǷǁǋ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹
nicest, most pleasurable, joyous, liberated feelings, while teaching a very young per-
son how to speak or learning things back from them... what do we learn from one 
another transgenerationally, or just in general? It’s the worst and the best of life in 
ȗǞǋ৹ǁǽǷȗǋǶȊǽȍƲȍΘ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǶƲȗǋȍǷƲǱ৹ǇȍȚǇǘǋȍΘळ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǋΗƲǶȊǱǋल৹sǡȊǡǷǘ৹Ʋ৹ǁǞǡǱǇঌȐ৹
nose, as I said earlier, every day on your own with no assistance is a bit of a living 
hell, but at the same time, that the relationship with that same child might be giving 
you some of the best ideas, the most nurturance feelings and so on and so forth.
৹ �Țȗ৹Βǋ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ϮǷǇ৹ǽȚȗ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ǡȗ৹ΒǽȚǱǇ৹ǀǋ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǽ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒǞǽǱǋ৹Ȑǡȗ-
ȚƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǁǡȍǁȚǶȐǁȍǡǀǋǇ৹ǀΘ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐȗ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝƲȗǡǽǷळ৹ȐȚǁǞ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǡȐǽǱƲȗǋǇ৹ǡǷȗǋǷȐǡȗΘ৹ǽǗ৹
that co-dependenc… Because in a weird way, parents are almost, I’m not gonna say 
equally, but like similarly dependent on the children who are so  totally dependent 
on them for their care and survival, because of the way that your whole identity as a 
worker would fall apart if you were not the exclusive authority, quasi-exclusive au-
thority and bearer of responsibility over that child’s existence. So, you would have 
ȗǽ৹ϮǷǇ৹ǽȚȗळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǯǡǷǇ৹ǽǗ৹ǁȚȍǡǽȐǡȗΘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹$ǋǇǋȍǡǁǡ৹ƲǷǇ৹Ǟǋȍ৹ǁǽǶȍƲǇǋȐ৹Βǋȍǋ৹
ȗƲǱǯǡǷǘ৹ƲǀǽȚȗळ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǽ৹ϮǷǇ৹ǽȚȗ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ǡȗ৹ΒǽȚǱǇ৹ǀǋ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǱǽΑǋ৹ǗȍǋǋǱΘळ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǯǷǽΒळ৹ȗȍȚǱΘ৹
freely.
 So, care, as you say, in the present is often bound up in power and pow-
erlessness. And I’m not sure that it never intersects with autonomy in a somewhat 
ǁǽǷȐȗȍƲǡǷǡǷǘ৹ΒƲΘल৹/৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹ǯǷǽΒल৹sǋ৹ΒǡǱǱ৹ϮǷǇ৹ǽȚȗ৹ΒǞǋȗǞǋȍ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ƲȚȗǽǷǽǶΘ৹ǁƲǷ৹



14 of 20 

The Final Straw Radio / Family Abolition 

ǁǽǷǗǋȍǋǷǁǋȐ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ঌȐ৹ǽǗȗǋǷ৹ǁƲȚǁȚȐǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋϥǋǁȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹উǁǞǡǱǇȍǋǷ৹ǶȚȐȗ৹ǀǋ৹ǱǡǀǋȍƲȗǋǇळ৹
not just from the patriarchy, but also from the ownership model of parenthood, 
full stop.” So even lesbian parents, for example, would would say, “we’re not trying 
to mimic the proprietary structures of patriarchal parenthood in our own lesbian 
ǁǽǶǶȚǷǡȗǡǋȐल৹sǋ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ǁǽǶȊǱǋȗǋǱΘ৹ȍǋΑǽǱȚȗǡǽǷǡΝǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǞǽǱǋ৹ǁǽǷǁǋȊȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȊƲȍǋǷȗ-
hood and the private public distinction all together.” 
 But then again, you need a model for how children who have entitlements 
ƲǷǇ৹ǷǋǋǇȐ৹ȗǽ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ȐȊǋǁǡϮǁ৹ǗǽȍǶȐ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȍǋल৹bǞǋȍǋ৹ǽǗȗǋǷ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋळ৹ǋȐȊǋǁǡƲǱǱΘ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞǋ৹
very early years of human life, very stable in some forms, very reliable arrangements 
of care, provision, and delivery to extremely young people. Although it’s not clear 
that it has to be the same exact adults at all. It could be several. You have to come 
up with imaginings for what the model might be, and so for that reason, it’s nice 
ȗǽ৹ΑǡȐǡȗ৹ȐȊǋǁȚǱƲȗǡΑǋ৹ϮǁȗǡǽǷȐळ৹ǽȍ৹ȐǁǡǋǷǁǋ৹ϮǁȗǡǽǷȐळ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹BƲȍǘǋ৹UǡǋȍǁΘঌȐ৹Woman on the 
Edge of Time, where there’s a society called Mattapoisett. I think she wrote this in 
-ल৹[Ǟǋ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǡǷϱȚǋǷǁǋǇ৹ǀΘ৹[ǞȚǱƲǶǡȗǞ৹$ǡȍǋȐȗǽǷǋঌȐळ৹�ǡƲǱǋǁȗǡǁ৹ǽǗ৹[ǋΗ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ǡȗȐ৹ƲǶǀǡΑ
alent openness to the possibility that some forms of technology could help liberate 
proletarian gestators, pregnant people, from the burden of necessary compulsory 
pregnancy if they want it. That’s very much in a post-capitalist scenario rather than 
the present scenario of techno patriarchal capitalist evil, where she is very clear, if 
ȐǽǶǋȗǞǡǷǘ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹Ʋ৹ƲȍȗǡϮǁǡƲǱ৹ΒǽǶǀ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ǇǋΑǋǱǽȊǋǇळ৹ǡȗ৹ΒǽȚǱǇ৹ǀǋ৹Ʋ৹ǷǡǘǞȗǶƲȍǋळ৹ǡȗ৹
would be for all the wrong reasons, and with all the wrong consequences. Which 
is indeed how ectogenetic technology is being developed right now by people with 
very strong pro-life commitments and “fetal personhood” commitments. 
৹ �Țȗ৹ƲǷΘΒƲΘळ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȐȊǋǁȚǱƲȗǡΑǋ৹ϮǁȗǡǽǷळ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ΒǽȍǯǡǷǘ৹ǁǱƲȐȐ৹ǘǋȐȗƲȗǡǷǘ৹Ȋȍǋǘ-
nant people have thought about their needs for gestationally assistive technology, 
ȗǞǋȍǋঌȐ৹ Ʋ৹ ǁǽǶǶȚǷƲǱ৹ ȗƲǷǯ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ ǗǋȗȚȐǋȐल৹�Ǘȗǋȍ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ǗǋȗȚȐǋȐ৹ Ʋȍǋ৹ϮǷǡȐǞǋǇ৹ǘǋȐȗƲȗǡǷǘ৹ ǡǷ৹
this “mechanical brooder”, as it’s called, the community, parents, according to a 
three tier system, where there’s an expert called a ‘kid binder’, who’s professionally 
given over to the vocation of looking after kids, because it’s a serious business, it’s 
a serious art. So, there’s people like that, a kid binder parents for all the children in 
the community, and then everybody else is also responsible at the same time. Then 
the third level is that every single individual child has three designated parents. So 
there’s those three levels. 
 I quite like those concrete proposals, because it gives your mind something 
to work with. If you know children and can talk to them about what they think 
about that, I think you can advance a little bit into a less abstract level of Children’s 
Liberation in 2022.

b$[Xऴ৹XǡǘǞȗल৹BΘ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǋǷǁǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȍǋƲǇǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǽȐǋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ǡȐ৹ƲǱΒƲΘȐ৹Ǳǡǯǋळ৹উHǞळ৹ǶΘ৹
%ǽǇळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȐǽȚǷǇȐ৹Ȑǽ৹ǋΗǁǡȗǡǷǘलঊ৹�Țȗ৹ȗǞǋǷळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȍǋƲǁȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǶǋǷȗǡǽǷǋǇ৹
of like, “Well, I’m not so sure. That’s such a good thing.” That speaks to 
another desire that could get lost in some of the discussions about wanting 
ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ǁƲȍǋǇ৹Ǘǽȍल৹�ǷǇ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǡȐȗǡǷǁȗǡǽǷ৹ǡȐ৹ǀǋȗΒǋǋǷ৹ΒƲǷȗǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ǁƲȍǋǇ৹Ǘǽȍ৹
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loved ones, wanting autonomy for them, the kind of autonomy that doesn’t 
ȐǋǋǶ৹ȗǽ৹ǋΗǡȐȗ৹ΒǡȗǞǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ȐȗȍȚǁȗȚȍǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǋȐǡȍǡǷǘ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞƲȗळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǡǷ৹
itself is a liberatory desire. That really makes sense to me. 
৹ �Țȗ৹ƲǱȐǽळ৹/৹ǁƲǷ৹ǡǶƲǘǡǷǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗǋƲȍळ৹ȍǡǘǞȗह৹yǽȚ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ȐƲΘǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȚǷǇǋȍ৹
the structure of capitalism that works through the nuclear family as the cell 
of reproduction, it also provides us with the the meaning of our life, what 
you are working for is the family or your children or whatever, so stepping 
ǽȚȗȐǡǇǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȐȗȍȚǁȗȚȍǋ৹ǡȐ৹ǇƲȚǷȗǡǷǘल৹�ǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ȗǽ৹ϮǷǇ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹
other reason to be living. You lose that alibi and have to face... I like that you 
brought it up work abolition too, because then you have to face what you’re 
ΒǽȍǯǡǷǘ৹Ǘǽȍळ৹ΒǞǽ৹ΘǽȚঌȍǋ৹ΒǽȍǯǡǷǘ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǶƲΘǀǋ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ΒƲΘल৹
 Maybe we should, at this point, talk a little bit about what we even 
ǶǋƲǷ৹ǀΘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘळ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ǡȗ৹ǁǽȚǱǇ৹ǶǋƲǷ৹Ȑǽ৹ǶƲǷΘ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐल৹sǞǋǷ৹
Βǋঌȍǋ৹ ȐƲΘǡǷǘ৹ ঋƲǀǽǱǡȐǞ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ǗƲǶǡǱΘঌ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ǋΗƲǁȗǱΘ৹Ʋȍǋ৹Βǋ৹ ȗƲǱǯǡǷǘ৹ƲǀǽȚȗह৹�ǷǇ৹
what is included within that abolition and what might not be included in 
ȗǞƲȗह

SL:৹yǋƲǞळ৹ƲǀȐǽǱȚȗǋǱΘल৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ϮǷǇ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ȐȚȍȊȍǡȐǡǷǘ৹ǡǗ৹ȗǞǋΘঌΑǋ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞȗ৹
ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ǡȗ৹ǀǋǗǽȍǋल৹�Țȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǋϮǷǡȗǡǽǷ৹/৹ȊȍǽȊǽȐǋ৹ǡȐ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘळ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹
ǷƲǶǋ৹Βǋ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǁȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ǡȐ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝǋǇ৹ǡǷ৹ǽȚȍ৹ȐǽǁǡǋȗΘल৹/ȗঌȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗǽȍǶ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹
ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ȗƲǯǋȐ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ǁǱƲȐȐ৹ȐǽǁǡǋȗΘल৹[ǽ৹ȚǷǇǋȍ৹ǗǋȚǇƲǱǡȐǶळ৹ǀǋǗǽȍǋ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐǶळ৹
ǁƲȍǋ৹ ȐȗƲȍȗǋǇ৹ ȗǽ৹ǀǋ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝǋǇ৹ ǡǷ৹ǞǽȚȐǋǞǽǱǇȐ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ ǁǽǱǱǋǁȗǡǽǷȐ৹ ǽǗ৹ ȐǋȍΑƲǷȗȐ৹ ƲǷǇ৹
slaves. That’s where the etymological root of family comes from. There was very 
little love in the ideology whatsoever. The institution of marriage wasn’t an institu-
tion with any real love narrative until relatively recently in human history. It’s just 
property institution. 
 Federici was brought up just now and her narrative about the way that 
ǁƲȍǋ৹ ǡȐ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝǋǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǋǷǁǱǽȐǋǇ৹ ǡǷȐǡǇǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǽǶǋȐȗǡǁ৹ ȐȊƲǁǋल৹�ȚȍǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǋǷǁǱǽȐȚȍǋȐळ৹
in a context of witch hunts, that is the starting point of the family in the sense that 
I’m mainly talking about. I do think that there’s a pre-capitalist family or a feudal 
ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǗǽȍǶȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǀƲȐǡȐ৹ॠΒǞǡǁǞ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ǡǷΑǽǱΑǋȐ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȍǋॡल৹�Țȗ৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹
the family was perfected under capitalism. So really, concretely, I’m talking about 
the capitalist family. 
৹ [ǽ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹/৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǗǽǁȚȐ৹ǽǷळ৹ƲȐ৹/ঌΑǋ৹ǶǋǷȗǡǽǷǋǇ৹ȗΒǡǁǋ৹ǷǽΒळ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹
of care. If people aren’t used to thinking like that, it’s the fact that our needs for 
care are directed towards kinship and the private sphere, and they are met almost 
exclusively there in a certain sense. So, by the way, that also means that if you get an 
Instacart shopper to do your groceries, or a TaskRabbit to clean your kitchen, or an 
ƲȚ৹ȊƲǡȍ৹ȗǽ৹Ǳǽǽǯ৹ƲǗȗǋȍ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ǯǡǇळ৹ȗǞƲȗঌȐ৹ȐȗǡǱǱ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝǋǇ৹ǁƲȍǋल৹
 Although the social reproduction picture has changed quite a lot un-
Ǉǋȍ৹ǷǋǽǱǡǀǋȍƲǱǡȐǶल৹/Ƿ৹ळ৹ȗǞǋ৹sƲǘǋȐ৹Ǘǽȍ৹,ǽȚȐǋΒǽȍǯ৹�ǽǶǶǡȗȗǋǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚ৹Βǋȍǋ৹
talking about was trying to make visible the labor that was done, often exclusively 
by one housewife, in the domestic sphere. In the context of overwhelmingly ra-
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ǁǡƲǱǡΝǋǇळ৹ǗǋǶǡǷǡΝǋǇ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȐƲǶǋ৹ǞǽȚȐǋǞǽǱǇ৹ǱƲǀǽȍ৹ΒǽȚǱǇ৹ǀǋ৹ǇǽǷǋ৹Ǘǽȍ৹Ʋ৹ΒƲǘǋ৹ǡǷ৹
the homes of wealthier, overwhelmingly white women. But now, there’s a creative 
fragmentation and dismemberment of all of the tasks that might go on. It’s much 
more complicated than that situation which which was already bisected by class 
and race. But today, you can have all kinds of tasks outsource, but at the same time, 
that’s still a private realm. The care that we have can be purchased in or purchased 
out, but the unit of meeting our needs is this private realm. 
 What it would mean to have our needs met in the common or public realm 
would be, if you imagine, no longer expecting to have to take care of your hunger 
via you or your partner, or your mom, or whoever, cooking for you in a private 
kitchen, or buying food, but having that need met in a central canteen or eating 
ȊǱƲǁǋ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ǗǽǽǇ৹ǡȐ৹ǬȚȐȗ৹ȊȍǽΑǡǇǋǇ৹ƲǱǱ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǡǶǋळ৹ȍǡǘǞȗह৹Hȍ৹ǡǗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǞƲǇ৹Ʋ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ǗȍǡǋǷǇ-
ship and intimacy, which we have, not always meeting that or not feeling the need 
to meet that in a little team of designated people under whose roof you live. It’s 
fun to live with people, so that’s not like something that anyone would want to 
ȊȍǽȐǁȍǡǀǋ৹ǽȍ৹ȗƲǯǋ৹ƲΒƲΘळ৹ȍǡǘǞȗल৹�Țȗ৹ϮǷǇǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȊǞǋȍǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊȚǀǱǡǁळ৹ȐȊǞǋȍǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹
ǁǽǶǶǽǷळ৹ǞƲȐ৹ȐȗȚϥ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ǽǷ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹Ʋȍǋ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ƲǱǱ৹Ʋȗ৹Βǽȍǯ৹ǽȍ৹ȗȍΘǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ȐȚȍΑǡΑǋल৹
yǽȚ৹ǁƲǷ৹ǘǽ৹ƲǷǇ৹ǘǋȗ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ȗǞǋȍƲȊǋȚȗǡǁ৹ǷǋǋǇȐ৹Ƕǋȗळ৹ǶǋǷǇ৹ȐȗȚϥ৹ǁǽǱǱǋǁȗǡΑǋǱΘळ৹ǶǋǷǇ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹
ǁǱǽȗǞǋȐळ৹ǶƲΘǀǋ৹ȐΒƲȊळ৹ȐȗȚϥ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ȗǞƲȗल৹
 Think about the needs that you get met in the private realm of your family 
and imagine the infrastructures that would have to be in place for you not to even 
ǷǋǁǋȐȐƲȍǡǱΘ৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ǽǗ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȐȗȍƲǡǘǞȗ৹ǞǽǶǋ৹ȗǽ৹ϮΗ৹ȗǞƲȗळ৹ȗǽ৹ǘǋȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹Ƕǋȗल৹[ǽ৹ǱƲȚǷ-
dries in the past, I’m not saying this is cool and romantic, but like women would 
have to do the laundry for the village together in the public realm collectively, which 
was really hard work and “why is it just women doing it? That’s ridiculous.” But at 
ȗǞǋ৹ȐƲǶǋ৹ȗǡǶǋळ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ǋϨǁǡǋǷȗल৹/ȗঌȐ৹ǋϨǁǡǋǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹Ǉǽ৹ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹ǱƲȚǷǇȍΘल৹
৹ sǋ৹Ǉǽ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹ ȗǽ৹ ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ Ǳǡǯǋ৹ ǋϨǁǡǋǷǁΘ৹ ǡǗ৹Βǋ৹ Ʋȍǋ৹ ǡǷȗǋȍǋȐȗǋǇ৹ ǡǷ৹
ƲǷȗǡॺΒǽȍǯळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ǡȐ৹Ʋ৹ǞǽȍǡΝǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǶǡǷǡǶǡΝƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ƲǱǡǋǷƲȗǋǇ৹Βǽȍǯ৹ȗƲȐǯȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ƲǱǱ৹
ǽǗ৹ȚȐ৹ǁƲȍȍΘ৹ǽǷ৹ǽȚȍ৹ǀƲǁǯȐल৹Cǽȗ৹ǬȚȐȗ৹ǋǱǡǶǡǷƲȗǡǽǷ৹ƲǷǇ৹ƲȚȗǽǶƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹Βǽȍǯळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹
redistribution and changing the qualitative character of things through that redis-
tribution, right? It’s not just a quantity thing. It’s a quality thing, collapsing the 
distinction between the two, right? So maybe it doesn’t really feel like work to look 
after a one year old for two hours every other day, but it is work if you have to do it 
for 20 hours a day, every single day. That’s the kind of distinction I’m talking about.

TFSR: That’s really helpful. I was thinking one of the things you say in the 
book that really struck me, you quote Margaret Thatcher’s really famous 
claim that there’s no such thing as society, only families and individuals. 
�ǷǇ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǁǱƲǡǶळ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǶƲǯǋ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ǽΒǷ৹ǁǱƲǡǶळ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǶǋƲǷȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹
ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ ǡȐ৹ƲǷ৹ƲǷȗǡॺȐǽǁǡƲǱ৹ ǡǷȐȗǡȗȚȗǡǽǷ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹/৹ ȗǞǡǷǯ৹Ʋȗ৹ϮȍȐȗ৹ΒǽȚǱǇ৹ȐǋǋǶ৹Ƿǽȗ৹
right, because you said that we have this idea of family as where we get our 
connections, or where we know we can connect with people, perhaps. But 
I think within that phrase, there’s something really interesting, especially 
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began in the 40’s or even 30’s, I can’t remember. But it became sort of famous in 
the 60s and ran for a long time. Summerhill was a radical educators project. Parents 
sent children there and paid fees, but while they were at Summerhill, there was all 
ȗǞǡȐ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱ৹ȊǋǇƲǘǽǘΘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǀǋǡǷǘ৹ȊȚȗ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹ȊǱƲǁǋ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȗǽȗƲǱ৹ǞǽȍǡΝǽǷȗƲǱǡȗΘ৹ƲȍǽȚǷǇ৹
decision making, too. Well, that was the theory and people spoked holes in it and 
ȐƲǡǇळ৹উsǋǱǱळ৹Ƿǽळ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐǁǞǽǽǱ৹ǶƲȐȗǋȍळ৹ǡǷ৹Ʋ৹ȐǋǷȐǋळ৹ǡȐ৹ȐȗǡǱǱ৹Ʋ৹ȐǁǞǽǽǱ৹ǶƲȐȗǋȍल৹,ǋ৹ȐȗǡǱǱ৹ȊƲΘȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹
taxes on the property.” Lots of people were really keen to poke holes in it from all 
directions. It was ultimately a private school, right? 
 But it was also an an anti-school: there was a principle of the only classes 
that people took, were the classes that they wanted to take, they were not obliged to 
do anything at any point. Things like bedtimes were all collectively decided. I really 
found it quite delightful, reading some of the negotiations some of the accounts of 
meetings. 
 Because we we live in this world, it was always asked, “Could the children 
who came through Summerhill get jobs in the normal world?” The answer to that 
was always like, “Yeah, in fact, actually they were creative individuals who excelled 
at whatever vocation they decided to study in the end, because they really wanted 
to study.” Sometimes, apparently, young people would not do classes or schooling 
for two years at a time before they felt any desire to, because they were so burned 
ƲǷǇ৹ȗȍƲȚǶƲȗǡΝǋǇ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǽȍǱǇ৹ǽǗ৹ǞǡǋȍƲȍǁǞǡΝǋ৹ȐǁǞǽǽǱǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ǞƲǇ৹ǱǋǗȗ৹ǡǷ৹ǽȍǇǋȍ৹
ȗǽ৹ǁǽǶǋ৹ȗǽ৹[ȚǶǶǋȍǞǡǱǱल৹bǞǋǷ৹ȗǞǋΘ৹ΒǽȚǱǇ৹ƲǁȗȚƲǱǱΘ৹ǇǋǁǡǇǋळ৹উCǽळ৹/৹Ǉǽ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹ȗǽ৹ǱǋƲȍǷ৹
engineering.” 
 They’re these stories like that. It’s quite inspiring as a tiny little glimpse 
into what might conceivably be possible in terms of relations between the young 
and the not so young. With all the caveats I’ve already given, I’m in a way more and 
more inspired by the youth led or youth run collectives and social centers that are 
ȗƲǱǯǋǇ৹ƲǀǽȚȗल৹=ǡǯǋळ৹ȗǞǋ৹UȚȍȊǱǋ৹bǞǡȐȗǱǋ৹ǡǷ৹qƲǷǁǽȚΑǋȍ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȐȚǀǬǋǁȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ǽǗ৹�ƲȍǱƲ৹
Bergman’s writings, for example, in that. I don’t think it necessarily has some of the 
ȐƲǶǋ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲǷ৹ƲȐȊǡȍƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹ǽǗ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱ৹ȊǋǇƲǘǽǘȚǋȐ৹ȐȚǁǞ৹ƲȐ৹�ल৹[ल৹CǋǡǱǱ৹ǽǗ৹
Summerhill in the 60’s and 70’s. But in many ways, it’s more true to its own form, 
because of its attention to the actual voices and thoughts and writings of actual 
children or young people who may or may not actually share the same sorts of 
Youth or Children’s Liberationist ideas that people like I do. 
 You run into these sorts of paradoxes and problems when you try and lib-
erate people against their will in the abstract level of theory. There’s a contribution 
by Carla Bergman’s comrade or kid who isn’t really sure about the idea that chil-
dren do not belong to anyone. Which is a phrase and a concept that comes up in a 
poem famously by Khalil Gibran, “your children are not your children, they are the 
sons and the daughters of life’s longing for itself.” There’s a commentary on that by 
a teenager who isn’t sure it sounds good to them. 
 The idea that children don’t belong to anyone but themselves or belong to 
all of us equally as a responsibility, as a care necessity, was very popular among Black 
and so called ‘Third Worldist liberationists,’ Black and third world gay and lesbian 
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in relation to children. This gets to another point that I want to ask you 
about: In most left or radical or anti authoritarian spaces, there are still 
spaces that are segregated adults and children. Usually, there are no children 
there, maybe in an occasional space, there’ll be some kind of childcare, but 
children aren’t integrated into it at all. So I feel like in that way, by repro-
ducing the adult and minor hierarchy that we’re limited to in thinking are 
about the kind of collective care that you call for in Family Abolition. 
 To tie this historically to what you’re talking about, part of the gay 
liberation, the historical gay liberation movement of the late 60’s and 70’s, 
part of what they were calling for or in the idea of family abolition was a 
liberation, a Youth Liberation too, I wonder if you could talk a little bit 
ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ȗǞƲȗळ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹ǁǞǡǱǇȍǋǷ৹Ϯȗ৹ΒǡȗǞǡǷ৹ȗǞǡȐ৹ǡǇǋƲह

SL: Yeah. Well Youth Liberation and Children’s Liberation are concepts, or is a 
concept, that I feel people have heard of even less than abolition of the family some-
how. Sometimes people have heard of ‘smash the church, smash the State, smash 
the family’ those three used to go together a little bit in Gay Liberation history. 
But children’s liberation and the analysis of adult supremacy, those are currently 
cultivated, I think, only among anarchists. As far as I can see, in the United States 
for example, there’s a really great collection that came out from AK Press by carla 
bergman called Trust Kids, which has stories about confronting adult supremacy, 
ǡǷ৹ȐǶƲǱǱळ৹ΑǽǱȚǷȗƲȍǡȐȗळ৹ȐǶƲǱǱ৹ȐǁƲǱǋ৹ΒƲΘȐळ৹ȗȍΘǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǇǋΑǋǱǽȊ৹ǇǡϥǋȍǋǷȗ৹ȍƲǇǡǁƲǱ৹ǇǋǶǽǁȍƲ-
cies as generationally. 
 I do think that, for me, abolition of the family is very much about a radi-
ǁƲǱǡΝƲȗǡǽǷल৹/৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹ǯǷǽΒ৹ǡǗ৹/৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǗǋǋǱ৹ƲȗȗƲǁǞǋǇ৹ȗǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǽȍǇ৹ǇǋǶǽǁȍƲǁΘळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǡǇǋƲ৹
ǽǗ৹Ʋ৹ȗȍȚǱΘ৹ǇǋॺǞǡǋȍƲȍǁǞǡΝǋǇ৹ȐȊƲǁǋ৹ǽǗ৹ǷǋǘǽȗǡƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ǁƲȍǋल৹[ǽळ৹ǋǱǇǋȍǱΘ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ƲǷǇ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹
young people currently are positioned in our society, culturally and socially, very 
much at a disadvantage because of their relation to the workplace. So when capital-
ism is not yet able to use you for the production of surplus value because you’re too 
ΘǽȚǷǘळ৹ǽȍ৹ΘǽȚঌȍǋ৹ȗǽǽ৹ǽǱǇ৹ƲǷǇ৹ΘǽȚঌΑǋ৹ǀǋǋǷ৹ȚȐǋǇ৹ȚȊळ৹ǽȍ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ΘǽȚঌΑǋ৹ǀǋǋǷ৹ǁǱƲȐȐǡϮǋǇ৹
as disabled, disability can be thought of as a form of in-utility, usefulness to capital. 
In that sense, there’s quite a lot of similarity and overlap between Youth Liberation 
ƲǷǇ৹�ǡȐƲǀǡǱǡȗΘ৹=ǡǀǋȍƲȗǡǽǷल৹/৹ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ϮǷǇ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ȐȗƲȍȗǱǡǷǘल৹�ǷǇ৹ΒƲǷȗ৹
to hit back and say, “Are you saying that disabled people are like children?” “Well, 
no. And do you think that children are not people?”

TFSR: Yeah. Why is that a bad thing?

SL: Yeah. I think the history of experiments in children’s autonomy and equality 
ΒǡȗǞ৹ƲǇȚǱȗȐ৹ǡȐ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ǋƲȐǡǱΘ৹ǁȍǡȗǡǁǡΝǋǇ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹Ʋ৹BƲȍΗǡȐȗ৹ǽȍ৹ȍǋΑǽǱȚȗǡǽǷƲȍΘ৹ȊǋȍȐȊǋǁȗǡΑǋळ৹ǀǋ-
ǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋΘঌȍǋ৹Ȑǽ৹ȊǡǋǁǋǶǋƲǱल৹HǗȗǋǷ৹ǡȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ȐǶƲǱǱ৹ȊȍǽǬǋǁȗȐळ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹Ǘǋǋ৹ȊƲΘǡǷǘ৹ȐǁǞǽǽǱȐ৹
ǋΑǋǷल৹[ǽ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹Ƿǽȗ৹ǋΑǋǷ৹ǽȚȗȐǡǇǋ৹ǽǗ৹ǶƲȍǯǋȗǡΝǋǇ৹ǋǇȚǁƲȗǡǽǷल৹$ǽȍ৹ǋΗƲǶȊǱǋऴ৹bǞǋȍǋ৹ΒƲȐ৹
Ʋ৹ ȐǁǞǽǽǱ৹ ǁƲǱǱǋǇ৹[ȚǶǶǋȍǞǡǱǱ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹ ǗƲǶǽȚȐल৹ /ȗ৹ΒƲȐ৹ ǡǷ৹�ǷǘǱƲǷǇल৹ /৹ ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ ǡȗ৹
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thinking about ideas of social war. 
 I wonder if you might unpack that idea about about family as anti 
social a little bit, which I guess would just expand on what you were saying 
ǬȚȐȗ৹Ʋ৹ǶǡǷȚȗǋ৹Ʋǘǽह

SL: Yeah. Well, I’d love to take credit. It’s really Michelle Barrett and Mary McIn-
tosh with their title, The Anti-Social Family. I think they wrote this in 1982, 1984. I 
can’t remember. But in any case, yes, they are in this kind of Thatcherite moment in 
the United Kingdom, and they are two Marxist feminists who are kind of refusing 
ȗǽ৹ǘǽ৹ƲǱǽǷǘ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǘǋǷǋȍƲǱǡΝǋǇ৹ǗǋǶǡǷǡȐȗ৹ȐȗȍƲȗǋǘΘ৹/৹ǶǋǷȗǡǽǷǋǇ৹ǋƲȍǱǡǋȍ৹ǽǗ৹ȊȍǋȗǋǷǇǡǷǘ৹
ȗǞƲȗ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ƲǀǽǱǡȗǡǽǷ৹ΒƲȐ৹ǷǋΑǋȍ৹ǇȍǋƲǶǋǇ৹ǽϥ৹ǀΘ৹ƲǷΘǽǷǋ৹ƲȊƲȍȗ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹ǶƲΘǀǋ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ȍǋ-
ƲǱǱΘ৹ǁȍƲΝΘ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋल৹�ǷǇ৹ȗǞǋΘঌȍǋ৹ǞǽǱǇǡǷǘ৹ƲǱǽǗȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊȍǽǶǡȐǋळ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǷǋǋǇललल৹ȗǞǋ৹HȍȗǞǽǇǽΗ৹
Marxist imperative, really, although it’s not Marxist’s really took that part of the 
Communist Manifesto and honored it ever, but that’s another story. 
 But yes, they say in their book, The Anti-Social Family. As I read it, basi-
cally, Margaret Thatcher says, “There’s no such thing as society. There’s only indi-
vidual men and women and families,” and they say, “Yeah, exactly, because of the 
ǱƲȐȗ৹ȊƲȍȗळ৹ȗǞǋ৹ϮȍȐȗ৹ȊƲȍȗ৹ǡȐ৹ȗȍȚǋलঊ৹bǞǋ৹ǗƲǁȗ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ǡȐ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ȗȚȍǷȐ৹ƲǱǱ৹ǽǗ৹ǞȚǶƲǷ৹ǱǡǗǋ৹
indoors into the domestic realm for private satisfaction. And so, the social is kind 
of what happens on the opposite end of that impulse, it’s when we cease to turn 
inward and meet one another in the commons. So the social is like starved, system-
atically and structurally, by the family. Because the family is not just the narrative 
and the ideology, but also the material means for telling us that all the good feelings 
that we require, and all the very basic functions that we require, to be able to get 
up in the morning are located in the private nuclear household. They cannot be 
generated together outdoors. 
 It’s the competitiveness of the family, the sort of ‘Keeping Up with the 
Joneses,’ chauvinism, ‘us and them’ mentality, the rat race mentality, the mentality 
we touched on earlier about, pure survival, working for your entire life, is easily 
ȍǋǁǽǘǷǡΝƲǀǱǋ৹ƲȐ৹ȚǷǀǋƲȍƲǀǱǋल৹/ǷǇǋǋǇळ৹ǇȚȍǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋ৹�ǡǘ৹WȚǡȗ৹ǽȍ৹%ȍǋƲȗ৹XǋȐǡǘǷƲȗǡǽǷ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹
people were talking about a lot last year and to a lesser extent recently. Well, earlier 
this year people did start to reach a tipping point of saying, “well, actually fuck 
ȗǞǡȐषঊ৹�Țȗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǞǡǷǘ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǶƲǯǋȐ৹ǡȗ৹ΑǋȍΘ৹ǇǡϨǁȚǱȗ৹ȗǽ৹ȍǋƲǁǞ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȊǽǡǷȗ৹ǡȐ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǇǽǡǷǘ৹ǡȗ৹
for your children. The doing it so that your children can have a better life than you 
had, or the doing it for your sick Dad or your sick Mom who doesn’t have enough 
money to pay for needed medical care. So on and so forth, these are the reasons why 
is the love of another, the love of family, that forces us into these sorts of deeply 
dis-empowered encounters with the labor market as wage slaves.

TFSR: Some of the last things you said was making me think, because you 
ǀȍǽȚǘǞȗ৹ȚȊ৹ȗǞǋ৹%ȍǋƲȗ৹XǋȐǡǘǷƲȗǡǽǷ৹ƲǷǇ৹/৹ΒƲȐ৹ȗǞǡǷǯǡǷǘ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹�Hq/�৹ƲǷǇ৹
ǞǽΒ৹ΒǞǋǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊƲǷǇǋǶǡǁ৹ϮȍȐȗ৹Ǟǡȗळ৹ǡȗ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǀȍǽȚǘǞȗ৹ǞǽǶǋ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǡǷȐȚϨǁǡǋǷǁΘ৹
of the family as a location of care, especially for people that are parenting 
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or like you said, or caring for disabled or ill family members. Because most 
people still have to work in some way, but then they were also caring. Their 
structures of care that they need, they relied on school for children, weren’t 
available. 
 It’s kind of interesting, I was just thinking about how there’s this 
huge right wing reaction to that, trying to force the schools back open, 
ȗǞȍǽȚǘǞ৹�Hq/�৹ȐǯǋȊȗǡǁǡȐǶळ৹ǽȍ৹�Hq/�৹ǇǋǷǡƲǱǡȐǶळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ȗȚȍǷǋǇ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹
this whole anti-Critical Race Theory and anti gay and anti trans movement 
against schools. I’m wondering, if you have any thoughts about that, be-
ǁƲȚȐǋळ৹ƲǘƲǡǷळ৹ǡȗঌȐ৹ǽǷǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋȐǋ৹ǋΗȊǋȍǡǋǷǁǋȐ৹ΒǞǋȍǋ৹�Hq/�৹ǞǡȗȐळ৹ƲǷǇ৹/ঌǶ৹Ǳǡǯǋळ৹
উHǞळ৹ǋΑǋȍΘǽǷǋঌȐ৹ǘǽǷǷƲ৹ǀǋ৹ǗƲǁǋ৹ȗǽ৹ǗƲǁǋ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǁǽǷȗȍƲǇǡǁȗǡǽǷȐ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹ΒǽȍǱǇ৹
ȗǞƲȗ৹Βǋ৹ǱǡΑǋ৹ǡǷ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋΘঌȍǋ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹Ʋ৹Ϯȍǋ৹Ǳǡȗ৹ȚǷǇǋȍ৹ȗǞǋǶ৹ȗǽ৹ǽȍǘƲǷǡΝǋ৹
things that are better.” Then we have this reactionary and really hateful 
outcome. 
৹ /৹ǬȚȐȗ৹ΒǽǷǇǋȍ৹ǡǗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǞƲΑǋ৹ƲǷΘ৹ȗǞǽȚǘǞȗȐ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ȗǞƲȗह৹=ǡǯǋ৹ΒǞΘळ৹ΒǞǋǷ৹
ǗƲǁǋǇ৹ΒǡȗǞ৹ȗǞǋ৹ ǡǷȐȚϨǁǡǋǷǁΘ৹ǽǗ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘळ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ ǱƲȍǘǋȍ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ȐȗȍȚǁ-
ȗȚȍǋȐळ৹ǇǡǇ৹ǡȗ৹ȗƲǯǋ৹ȐȚǁǞ৹Ǳǡǯǋ৹Ʋ৹ǗƲȐǁǡȐȗ৹ȗȚȍǷह

SL: Yeah. I mean, this is the question I’m asking myself. I think it’s a really import-
ant question. I’ve been listening to the Death Panel Podcast, and going on that 
show a lot, because I think they have such wonderful things to say, both about 
ȗǞǋ৹ǁǽǷǁȍǋȗǋ৹ȊǽǱǡǁΘ৹ǇǋΑǋǱǽȊǶǋǷȗȐ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȚȐ৹ǶǡǘǞȗळ৹ǁǋȍȗƲǡǷǱΘ৹/৹ϮǷǇ৹ǡȗ৹ȌȚǡȗǋ৹
ǇǡϨǁȚǱȗ৹ȗǽ৹ǗǽǱǱǽΒल৹bǞǋΘ৹Ǉǽ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ǞƲȍǇ৹Βǽȍǯळ৹ǀȚȗ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ƲǱȐǽ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȊǽǱǡȗǡǁƲǱ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǽȍǋȗ-
ǡǁƲǱ৹ȍƲǶǡϮǁƲȗǡǽǷȐ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹Ʋ৹ǇǡȐƲǀǡǱǡȗΘ৹ǱǡǀǋȍƲȗǡǽǷǡȐȗ৹ȊǋȍȐȊǋǁȗǡΑǋल৹/ঌǶ৹ȍǋƲǇǡǷǘ৹ȗǞǋǡȍ৹ǀǽǽǯ৹
Health Communism৹ȗǽ৹ȗȍΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ϮǷǇ৹ǁǱȚǋȐ৹ƲȐ৹ȗǽ৹ǞǽΒ৹ǞǡȐȗǽȍǡǁƲǱǱΘ৹ǁȍǡȗǡǁƲǱ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲǷǡȐȗȐ৹
ȐǽȚǘǞȗ৹ȗǽ৹ǇǋॺȊȍǡΑƲȗǡΝǋ৹ǁƲȍǋ৹ǗȍǽǶ৹Ʋ৹ȊǋȍȐȊǋǁȗǡΑǋ৹ǽǗ৹ƲǷȗǡ৹ȊȐΘǁǞǡƲȗȍΘ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȚǷǡǽǷǡΝǋǇ৹Ȑǡǁǯ-
ness. 
৹ bǞǋ৹ȐǽǁǡƲǱǡȐȗȐ৹ȊƲȗǡǋǷȗȐ৹ǁǽǱǱǋǁȗǡΑǋ৹ǡǷ৹,ǋǡǇǋǱǀǋȍǘ৹ǡǷ৹%ǋȍǶƲǷΘ৹ǡǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹ঌȐळ৹
sought to “turn illness into a weapon” and resist the regime of capitalist health by 
dreaming of a communist health that is not about repairing yourself and curing 
yourself for the purposes of productivity and work. But on the contrary, for the 
purposes of becoming ungovernable and unproductive. 
 Sorry, that’s a bit of an evasion, because I don’t know how exactly the po-
tential that we all felt, I think so many people felt the potential of the moment 
where people were forced to develop “pods.” Slightly enlarged little units of tem-
porary non-familiarity, or maybe a prosthesis to the family, another household that 
you decide to pod with for the purposes of epidemiological prudence, but allowing 
the social reproductive isolation of one private nuclear household to be attenuated 
slightly for a period. Pods were on the one hand, allowing people to get a glimpse 
of what it’s like to slightly opened the door, throw open the doors paradoxically, of 
ΘǽȚȍ৹ȊȍǡΑƲȗǋ৹ǷȚǁǱǋƲȍ৹ǞǽȚȐǋǞǽǱǇल৹�Țȗ৹ȗǞǋǷ৹ȗǞǋ৹[ȗƲȗǋ৹ǽǗ৹�ǶǋȍǘǋǷǁΘ৹Ǳǽǘǡǁ৹ǘǽΑǋȍǷǡǷǘ৹
all of that, and the ongoing simultaneous retrenchment and turning inward that 
was going on... Family abolition isn’t something that changes overnight. It’s not 
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like the world could be remade on the basis of State law, State discourse, architec-
ture. Things like the apparatus of custody, the apparatus of parental rights and so 
on and all of that. 
 It’s just so interesting how there was two things simultaneously going on: 
ƲǷ৹ ƲϨȍǶƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ȐƲǷǁȗǡȗΘ৹ǽǗ৹ ǗƲǶǡǱΘव৹ ȗǞǋ৹ȊȍǡǶƲǁΘ৹ǽǗ৹ ǗƲǶǡǱΘव৹ ȗǞǋ৹ǷǋǋǇ৹ ȗǽ৹ ȐȗƲΘ৹
ǡǷǇǽǽȍȐव৹ȐȗƲΘ৹Ʋȗ৹ǞǽǶǋल৹HǀΑǡǽȚȐǱΘळ৹ȐǽǶǋ৹ǽǗ৹ȚȐ৹ƲǷƲȍǁǞǡȐȗ৹ȚȗǽȊǡƲǷȐळ৹ƲǷȗǡ৹ǁƲȊǡȗƲǱǡȐȗȐळ৹
we’re asking, “whose home?” “In what ways can the private home, in private prop-
erty, the very location where the vast majority of sexual violence, and for women, 
ǶȚȍǇǋȍ৹ǽǁǁȚȍȐह৹,ǽΒ৹ǁƲǷ৹ΘǽȚ৹ǀǋ৹ǗǽȍǁǡǷǘ৹ȊǋǽȊǱǋ৹ǡǷȗǽ৹ȗǞƲȗ৹ȐȊƲǁǋ৹ȚǷǇǋȍ৹ȗǞǋ৹ƲǋǘǡȐ৹ǽǗ৹
safety and wellness?” People are going to explode in this pressure cooker situation. 
And indeed, people were reporting that domestic violence rates went through the 
ȍǽǽǗल৹UǋǽȊǱǋ৹ΒǞǽ৹Βǋȍǋ৹ǀƲȗȗǋȍǋǇ৹ǽȍ৹ƲǀȚȐǋǇळ৹ǗǽȚǷǇ৹ǡȗ৹ǋȐȊǋǁǡƲǱǱΘ৹ǇǡϨǁȚǱȗ৹ȗǽ৹ϱǋǋ৹ȗǞǋǡȍ৹
ȊƲȍȗǷǋȍȐ৹ǽȍ৹ȗǞǋǡȍ৹ƲǀȚȐǡΑǋ৹ǗƲǶǡǱΘ৹ǶǋǶǀǋȍȐ৹ǀǋǁƲȚȐǋ৹ȗǞǋȍǋ৹ΒƲȐ৹ƲǷ৹ǡǷȗǋǷȐǡϮǁƲȗǡǽǷ৹ǽǗ৹ȗǞǋ৹
imperative to stay with your own. 
৹ bǞǡȐ৹ǡǇǋƲ৹ǽǗ৹ঋȚȐ৹ƲǷǇ৹ȗǞǋǶঌ৹ǡȐ৹ǽǷ৹ǽǷǋ৹ǱǋΑǋǱळ৹ȍǋƲǱǱΘ৹ǡǷȗǋǷȐǡϮǋǇ৹ȚǷǇǋȍ৹Ʋ৹Ǳǽǁǯ-
down, but then at the same time, this antagonistic moral imperative arises, “What 
ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ΘǽȚȍ৹ǷǋǡǘǞǀǽȍȐह৹,ǽΒ৹Ʋȍǋ৹Βǋ৹ǘǽǡǷǘ৹ȗǽ৹ǶƲǯǋ৹ȐȚȍǋ৹ǋΑǋȍΘǀǽǇΘঌȐ৹ǽǯƲΘह৹UǋǽȊǱǋ৹
are not okay.” So all this mutual aid was simultaneously made necessary, made really 
ǽǀΑǡǽȚȐǱΘ৹ǷǋǁǋȐȐƲȍΘल৹/ȗঌȐ৹ǷǋǁǋȐȐƲȍΘ৹ƲǱǱ৹ȗǞǋ৹ȗǡǶǋळ৹ǀȚȗ৹�Hq/�৹ȍƲǡȐǋǇ৹Ʋ৹ǱǡȗȗǱǋ৹ǀǡȗ৹Ƕǽȍǋ৹
awareness of it. 
 I just don’t know what the collapse was. I think there was a real demoral-
ǡΝƲȗǡǽǷळ৹Ʋȗ৹ǽǷǋ৹ȊǽǡǷȗल৹bǞǋȍǋ৹ΒƲȐ৹Ʋ৹ȍǋƲǱ৹ǷǽȍǶƲǱǡΝƲȗǡǽǷळ৹Ʋ৹ǇǋȐǡȍǋ৹Ǘǽȍ৹ȗǞǋ৹ǷǽȍǶƲǱळ৹ΒǞǡǁǞ৹
very nihilistic, a forgetting of the George Floyd uprising. Amass pardoning against 
the, fact the ongoing fact of death, mass death. A failure to grieve, which is the only 
way you process and integrate the knowledge of this kind of loss, and our collective 
implicated-ness in the unnecessariness, the brutal, almost un-face-able unneces-
sary-ness of all this death, and our collective co-responsibility for the for the world 
that that produced it. 
 Those are just some random thoughts. What about you?

TFSR: Well, I think that that nihilism is really apparent, especially in the 
right wing reactions that took the opportunity to attack the idea of being 
taught about racism, or being exposed to queerness and other family struc-
ȗȚȍǋȐल৹�ǷǽȗǞǋȍ৹ ȗǞǡǷǘ৹ ȗǞƲȗ৹ ǁǽǶǋȐ৹ ȗǽ৹ǶǡǷǇ৹ ǡȐ৹ ǽǷǋ৹ ǽǗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹ ȗǞǡǷǘȐ৹ ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ ȗǞǋ৹
pandemic that goes along with the anti-social aspect of the family, is that 
it made us feel unsafe around other people that we weren’t aware of what 
their exposure risk would be or whatever. So, that was a further isolating 
element, that I felt even internally as I navigate the pandemic as a chron-
ically ill person. I think about that a lot, about my exposure risks and other 
people’s willingness to tolerate more risk. 
৹ HǷǋ৹ǽȗǞǋȍ৹ ȗǞǡǷǘळ৹ /৹ǇǽǷঌȗ৹ǯǷǽΒ৹ΒǞƲȗ৹ΘǽȚ৹ ȗǞǡǷǯ৹ƲǀǽȚȗ৹ ȗǞǡȐळ৹ǀȚȗ৹Ʋ৹
failure on the... whatever we want to call it, but the Left or an anti authori-
tarian perspective that comes to mind. I’m thinking about this particularly 


